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You're Not Alone!

John 14:12 - 14, 18, 21-26

• Secular philosophy and ethics has often come to assume a fearful future
• Therefore, they are dominated by a note of absolute despair
• This brings the kind of thinking that says, "You only live once so grab the gusto before it is too late
• As a Christian I am not going to tell you that things are not bad
• In the text in John 13— 17, Jesus had revealed that He was to be betrayed by one of His most intimate associates 13:18,21
• He had told Peter that before the night was over he would deny knowing his Lord 13:38
• Those with him have given up everything to follow Jesus - Matthew 19:27  “Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?"
• He is telling them He is leaving and they will be scattered
• Now they saw the future as something to be feared, rather than that which was eagerly anticipated 
• The words of the Lord Jesus are words of comfort and encouragement

• We need to understand  the life destroying force of loneliness!

• A person can have food, water, and sunshine and air but if you keep him/her alone, they can be destroyed
• Our Lord understood the deep need of our souls for human contact and comfort - Genesis 2:18 “The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."
• As painful as physical aloneness is, spiritual aloneness is even more fearful - Isaiah 1:15  “When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood”

• Any time we sin, Satan is quick to come around to convince us that we have been abandoned, left on the doorstep by Jesus because we didn't measure up

• He wants us to recoil in shame, feeling that God doesn't want us anymore. (John 14:18)

• Many situations can cause us to feel abandoned and we blame God…

1. If someone we love dies, God failed us. 


2. If someone we depend on gets sick, God failed us

3. If our lifestyle changes in unacceptable ways, God failed us

4. If the job we depended on ceases to exist, God failed us

5. Perhaps sometimes we are guilty of confusing the Canadian dream with our Christian hope
• We cannot measure the Christian hope by physical or materialist standards

•
Jesus' cross was not about physical advantages!

•
Christian suffering was not about physical advantages!

•
Christian martyrdom was not about physical advantages!

The Christian hope:

Is about forgiveness.

Is about redemption.

Is about the destruction of guilt.

Is about a genuine hope that goes beyond death.

Is about belonging to God in life and death.

Is about the strength to live for Christ and die for God. 

We Have Some Options

1. When we are hated for Jesus' sake, we can drop out
2. When we are hated for Jesus' sake, we can feel betrayed
3. When we are hated for Jesus' sake, we can change our identifies
4. When we are hated for Jesus' sake, we can hang on to the vine!
To help His followers to hang on, Jesus promised the Holy Spirit
• To live in us -  l Corinthians 6:19 –  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own”
• To mark us as God's possession -                   2 Corinthians  1: 21-22 “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come”         (Also see: Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)
• To sanctify us - Romans 15::15-16 – “I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit”  (2 Thessalonians 2:13)
• To teach us -  1 Corinthians 2: 10-16   “…but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 

 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ”
• To adopt and guide us - Romans 8:12-17 

“Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory”  (Galatians 5:18)
• To give us gifts with which to serve - Romans 12:6-8  “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;  if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully”
• Through whom we produce fruit to the glory of God -  Galatians 5:22-26 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
• To help us in prayer - Romans 8:26-27 - 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will”
• Jesus' going to the Father made possible a deeper relationship between the saint and his Saviour.
CONCLUSION

{The word "Comforter" is misleading to modern ears. It does not mean
"sympathizer" so much as "advocate," one who is called in to defend against accusation and to represent a client in court or to transact business for him. The only use of this word outside of this gospel is in 1 John 2:1, where Jesus is called an Advocate} 

· **The world offers peace through outward means; Christ gives peace that dwells in the heart and enriches the disciples' life day by day
