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Worship In Spirit And Truth

John 4:20-24
INTRODUCTION

1. In verse 10, Jesus takes the conversation in a new direction 

2. She needs to know two things: 

a. The gift of God  

b. Who was really speaking to her   

3. What was the gift of God?  

a. For the Jews God’s greatest gift was the law. 

b. In Gnostic thought the gift of God was the “secret wisdom” they had above 

c. The gift of God is Jesus himself and His provision of eternal life – 2 Corinthians 9:15  (See also John 3:16; Acts 2:33)      

4. What did the woman not know about Jesus? 

a. That He was much more than a mere Jewish man

b. He could give “living water”

5. Her response is “How, since you do not have anything to draw the water with?”


a. Reminds of the preacher looking for the post office – asks a little boy who gives directions – invites the boy to come to the meeting tonight and he will tell him how to get to heaven – boy responds, “How can you do that when you don’t even know the way to the post office

6. The woman failed to understand two things: 

 a. Jesus’ type of water did not come from an ordinary well, even one as good as Jacobs

 b. In spite of the sarcasm seen in her question about Jacob, Jesus was far greater than Jacob

7. What Jesus said of the water He gives, cannot be said of natural water from any well 

a. After drinking it one will never thirst again  

b. The water within one will make that person a  spring of living water, blessing others   

c. The water Jesus gives will give eternal life to the one who drinks it     

d. She desires the water so she will not have to come there and draw water in the future

8. If the woman was shocked by what Jesus had said up to now, what happened next surely took her by surprise – John 4:16 – 18     

9. Verse 19 shows the extent of this amazement and brings about an interesting change in subject 
   
a. Samaritan woman opens a discussion on the matter of worship...


b. Maybe because of her knowledge of the promise of that special person sent by God?


c. Opens with a matter that had divided Jews and Samaritans for years

10. Samaritans and Jews differed as to where one should worship - John 4:20 
a. Samaritans believed they should worship on Mt. Gerazim


1. Perhaps several reasons for that:

· At this site God first appeared to Abraham after entering Canaan – Genesis 12:6, 7
· Here Jacob first lived – Genesis 33:18
· Here Joseph first sought for his brothers – Genesis 37:12, 13
· In this area was one of the cities of refuge – Joshua 20:7 – 9
· Between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim Joshua read the blessings and cursings on those who keep or neglect the Mosaic law – Joshua 8:33
· Here Joshua delivered his final address to Israel – Joshua 24:1 
· Here is where the bones of Joseph were buried – Joshua 24:32
· Here (in the city of Samaria) was the capital of Israel, the northern nation of the ten divided tribes – 1 Kings 12:1, 25  
 
b. Jews understood that it should be in Jerusalem

· God had promised a place for worship – Deuteronomy 12:5 - 11 

· God had given His approval to the work of Solomon building the temple in Jerusalem – 1 Kings 9:1 - 3

11. The response of Jesus was not to discuss the merits of one other the other, but pointed to a different kind of worship - John 4:21-24 
              a. Where worship would not be defined by its location 

              b. Rather, true worshippers would worship the Father in spirit and truth

12. What does it mean to worship the Father in spirit and truth?  

           a. To worship God from the heart ("in spirit")

           b. To worship God as He directs in His Word ("and truth")

    
     c. "A pure, a holy, a spiritual worship, therefore, is such as he seeks the offering of the soul rather than the formal offering of the body - the homage of the heart rather than that of the lips." - Albert Barnes

   -- New Testament worship was coming that was more in keeping with God's nature
· OT worship consisted of carnal (fleshly) ordinances - Hebrews 9:1-10 
                 a. A physical structure (tabernacle)

                 b. Special priesthood, clothing for priests

                 c. Lamp stands, burning incense

                 d. Feast days

                 e. Animal and meal sacrifices

· All these things kept a physical connection with worship
13. New Testament worship is directed toward the spiritual man
                 a. God's temple is spiritual – 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:19 - 22
                 b. All Christians are priests, offering up spiritual sacrifices - 1Peter 2:5 
                 c. Our prayers are as sweet incense - Revelation 5:8 
                 d. Our music is making melody with the heart, not the harp - Ephesians 5:19

                 e. The Lord's Supper - Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17; 11:17 – 34

                 f. Spiritual sacrifices of praise and service - Hebrews 13:15; Romans 12:1, 2
· To please God we must worship in spirit, according to truth  
