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Workers In The Vineyard
Matthew 20:1-16

1. In our last lesson we talked about the rich young man and his love affair with worldly riches – Matthew 19:16 – 26

2. This is followed by a question by Peter: 19:27


a. Peter’s question may seem self-centered and out of place


b. However, Jesus does not suggest the question “out of line”


c. The apostles had given up a lot to follow Jesus

3. Jesus indicates there are good things ahead...


a. They will be enthroned with him in His glory, sharing judgment over the twelve tribes of Israel 

b. Jesus broadens his comments to include everyone who has suffered loss of family and possessions for the sake of Jesus 

c. Followers who have sacrificed will be paid back 100 times + eternal life to boot

d. Verse 30: On the one hand, the world gives preferential treatment to the wealthy and powerful 


e. Those who are first in the estimation of the world and probably themselves will be the last (if they enter at all) into the kingdom of God; those who are last and lowest in the estimation of the world shall stand the highest in the kingdom of God—they shall be first


f. REMEMBER: God’s rewards are not based on length of service 
· This brings us to the text for today, Matthew 20:1 – 16
a. In this parable Jesus teaches the proper perspective toward rewards
b. The parable speaks of the concept of “reward” in terms of God’s kingdom

 c. Not determined by what might be considered FAIR and EQUITABLE labour practice

d. The goodness of God, as revealed in the parable, a stumbling block to some
 e. Disciple must come to see reward in God’s view not human standards of fairness 
· Matthew gives 10 parables about the Kingdom showing it to be a present and future reality


a. This one refers to future

b. A man goes out early in the morning, makes a contract for work at a day’s labour a denarius (usual payment for a day’s work)

c.  A few hours later the man returns to the marketplace and hires additional workers promising to pay them WHATEVER IS RIGHT

d.  He repeats his hiring practices throughout the day, hiring additional workers at noon and at 3:00 P.M
e. Finally, with only one hour left in the working day, he finds  men who have not found employment and sends them to work 
f. At the close of the day the workers come and foreman told to pay from last hired to first who are paid the exact wages as those hired early that morning (a denarius) 
g. Those who came first, expected to receive 

h. Receiving the same they began to grumble because the latecomers did very little work, and under the best of conditions in the cool of the day

i. The response both friendly and reproachful, friend...                                                                       

 The owner gives an answer of three parts: 

1. He had not done wrong since it was the agreed to amount
2. Did he not have the right to be gracious with his money if he saw fit 

3. Their objection spoke of a spirit of jealousy, begrudging grace and mercy shown to another    

· The parable closes by repeating the saying of 19:30, reversing the order so that the last will be first now comes before the first will be last
· The point is that those deemed unworthy by others, and who come later into the kingdom will be blessed with the same reward as those who laboured longer 
· The parable effectively counters any idea that heavenly rewards are determined by rank or length of service  

= THOUGHT: With which worker do we identify  
CONCLUSION:

= What we receive from God will be more than "fair"    

= The true spirit of godliness has no room for envy or feeling cheated at judgement                   

              = Should stress that this parable is NOT suggesting it is ok to leave obedience off until near the end of life

= 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2

