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Woe to You  

Jesus continues His lesson of Woes to the Religious leaders of His day

· Matthew 23:13 – 26 forms the most terrible and most sustained denunciation of religious leaders in the New Testament
· A. T. Robertson called "the rolling thunder of Christ's wrath." 
· Plummer says they are "like thunder in their unanswerable severity, and like lightning in their unsparing exposure.. . . They illuminate while they strike." 
· Woe includes not only wrath, but also sorrow 
· Here we see the anger of a heart of love, broken by the stubborn blindness of men
·  The word hypocrite occurs here again and again
· One who acts a part, wears a mask, puts on an external show while inwardly his thoughts and feelings are very different
· In the view of  Jesus, the Scribes and Pharisees were acting a part
· They were into outward show (phylacteries and tassels)
· The Pharisees preferred their ideas of religion to God's idea of religion
· They had forgotten the basic truth that, if a man would teach others, he must himself first listen to God
· A teacher must be sure he does not substitute his ideas for the commands of God  
As a result of their abuses of God’s law they were:
   A. FAILING TO SAVE OTHERS...
      1. They failed to truly show others the way to the kingdom of heaven, and to go in themselves – Matthew 23:13  

      2. Through their traditions they had rendered the commandments of God of no effect – Matthew 15:3 – 6
      3. They had moved away from God in their hearts – Matthew 15:7 – 9
      -- Paul gives important instruction and warning to Timothy – 1 Timothy 4:1 – 16  
   B. MAKING PEOPLE WORSE THAN OURSELVES...

      1. The Pharisees did not make people better, they made them worse! – Matthew 23:15 
      2. Perhaps by their emphasis on the traditions of men, rather than upon the word of God

         a. But in neglecting God's word, they starved those who received their teaching!

      -- Tradition can never take the place of God’s word – Acts 20:26 – 31 
C. MAKING DISTINCTIONS WHERE GOD HAS NOT...

      1. Matthew 23:16 – 22  
      2. Do we pick and choose the commands of God that we want to obey? 


a. Teaching our "think so's" and "it seems to me" instead of telling people what the Bible says – 1 Peter 4:11
   D. LEAVING GOD’S COMMANDS UNDONE...

      1. They left undone the "weightier" matters of God's law – Matthew 23:23, 24
         a. They stressed tithing, but neglected justice, mercy, faith

         b. Thus they would strain out a gnat, but swallow a camel

      2. We can be guilty of the same thing

         a. By stressing "lighter" matters, and leave "weightier" matters undone

         b. Also by stressing "weightier" matters, and leave "lighter" things undone

   E. FOCUSING ONLY ON THE OUTER MAN...

      1. Matthew 23:25 – 28
         a. Concerned with keeping the traditions of ritual cleansing

         b. Willing to put up with extortion, self-indulgence,  hypocrisy and lawlessness

      2. We can be guilty of having the wrong focus

         a. Stressing big buildings, large crowds

         b. Accepting people into the church without challenging them to true repentance – Romans 12:2 
   F. HONORING THE PAST, BUT UNWILLING TO LIVE IT...

      1. They honoured the ancient men of God, but were more like their ancestors who murdered the prophets – Matthew 23:29 – 31

         a. Indeed, they would do even more harm than their fathers – Matthew 23:32 - 343
         b. Upon that generation would come the judgment for the murder of all God's prophets (cf. the destruction of Jerusalem in  70 A.D.) –Matthew 23:35 – 39

      2. We honour men like Jesus and Peter, but are we willing to live what they taught?

         a. Are we willing to obey their commands? – Matthew 28:18 – 20; Acts 2:38 
CONCLUSION
1. What can we learn from hypocrites?  A lot!  Provided we...

   a. Take to heart Jesus' denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees!

   b. Learn from them and do not follow in their steps
2. Speaking of hypocrites, some people avoid church because "there are too many hypocrites there." 
a. That is no reason to not follow Christ   
   b. Do you allow the presence of hypocrites keep you from enjoying other activities (such as sports events, vacations, etc.)?

Which is better?  To spend a short time with hypocrites in the church, or to spend eternity with hypocrites in hell?  

    Jesus said:  "How can you escape the condemnation of hell?" – Matthew 23:33b     
