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· Who Is This Man?
· John 19:5 – 7
· The question of the ages… “what do you think about Jesus, called the Christ?”
· Many today believe that Jesus did exist, while some deny his history
· The Bible, if believed, leaves no question as to His living and His purpose in coming to live on earth as a man
· Josephus (AD 37 – c. 100) - after he became a Roman citizen, known as Titus Flavius Josephus, was a first-century  Jewish Historian of priestly and royal ancestry who survived and recorded the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. His works give an important insight into first-century Judaism  
· He also had comments of importance about Jesus
·  “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day”             (The Works of Flavius Josephus - The Antiquities of the Jews, 18.3.3)
· An early mention of the miracles of Christ comes from Julian the Apostate (Roman Emperor from 361-363 A.D.) who was an enemy of Christianity, he wrote:  
     "Jesus . . . has now been honored for about three hundred years; having done nothing throughout his lifetime that was worthy of fame, unless anyone thinks it a very great work to heal the lame and the blind and to cast out demons in the towns of Bethsaida and Bethany."   

·  Napoleon expressed these thoughts while he was exiled on the rock of St. Helena.  There, the conqueror of civilized Europe had time to reflect on the measure of his accomplishments.  He called Count Montholon to his side and asked him, "Can you tell me who Jesus Christ was?"  The count declined to respond.  Napoleon countered: 
Well then, I will tell you.  Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded great empires; but upon what did these creations of our genius depend?  Upon  force.  Jesus alone founded His empire upon love, and to this very day millions will die for Him.... I think I understand something of human nature; and I tell you, all these were men, and I am a man:  none else is like Him; Jesus Christ was more than man....   
 I have inspired multitudes with such an enthusiastic devotion that they would have died for me.... but to do this it was necessary that I should be visibly present with the electric influence of my looks, my words, of my voice.  When I saw men and spoke to them, I lighted up the flame of self-devotion in their hearts.... Christ alone has succeeded in so raising the mind of man toward the unseen, that it becomes insensible to the barriers of time and space...  
· Across a chasm of eighteen hundred years, Jesus Christ makes a demand which is beyond all others to satisfy; He asks for that which a philosopher may seek in vain at the hands of his friends, or a father of his children, or a bride of her spouse, or a man of his brother.  He asks for the human heart; He will have it entirely to Himself.  He demands it unconditionally; and forthwith His demand is granted.  Wonderful!...    
In defiance of time and space, the soul of man, with all its powers and faculties, becomes an annexation to the empire of Christ.  All who sincerely believe in Him, experience that remarkable, supernatural love toward Him.  This phenomenon is accountable; it is altogether beyond the scope of man's creative powers...      
· Time, the great destroyer, is powerless to extinguish this sacred flame; time can neither exhaust its strength nor put a limit to its range.  This is it, which strikes me most; I have often thought of it.  This is which proves to me quite convincingly the Divinity of Jesus Christ       
· It is ridiculous to contend that Jesus never existed and was put to death 

· He influenced many by His good works and miracles
· Even those who did not believe His message, gave testimony to His life
· So He existed…Who is He?  
· He is the fulfillment of prophecy
· Messiah would be a descendant of Abraham – Genesis 12:3; 26:4, 5 
· After Peter heals the lame man in Acts 3, he speaks of the work of Jesus and His fulfillment of prophecy – Acts 3:11 – 26 
·  “Peter’s conclusion speaks of repentance. Christ’s mission included the repentance of the Jews. But the Jews were not his only target. The word “first” implies that the gospel had a wider objective than just the Jews, and events later in Acts will make this point again and again” -  NIV New Testament Commentary Set 
Prophecy says the Messiah will be a descendant of Judah, a descendant of  David –     Genesis 49:10 
· Isaiah 9:6, 7 
· This prophecy fulfilled – Matthew 1:1, 2 
· Would be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 1:18 – 23 
· Place of birth foretold – Micah 5:2 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 2:1 – 6 
· He would speak in parables – Psalm 78:1 – 4 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 13:34, 35 
· These principles or truths pertaining to the kingdom of heaven were spoken in parables to the multitude...   
· At this time he spake nothing to the people concerning his kingdom or church except in parables. On matters of duty and things pertaining to his own Messiahship, Jesus often instructed the multitude by direct teaching, as it is seen in the sermon on the mount but now he taught them by parables...
"I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world" means that Jesus was giving, for the first time, a description of his kingdom and its nature. The secret things contained in Jesus' parables were the mysteries of the gospel... So the words of the psalmist were fulfilled in the teachings of Christ by his use of the parables —    Gospel Advocate Commentaries

· Prophecy teaches that the Messiah would come into Jerusalem on a donkey – Zechariah 9:9 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 21:7 – 9 
· The Messiah would be betrayed by a friend –Psalm 41:9 
· Fulfilled in Judas – John 13:18;  Matthew 26:21 – 25... 
· After all the others had inquired if they would betray him, Judas then asked, "Is it I, Rabbi?" Judas is bold and wily to the last; the innocent disciples say "Lord," but the guilty one said "Rabbi." By this change Judas denied the claim that Jesus was his "Lord." — Gospel Advocate Commentaries
· Matthew 26:47 -50 
· Prophecy says that in His time of need, He would be forsaken – Zachariah 13:7 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 26:55, 56 
· Prophecy foretold of the events of His death on the cross  –  Psalm 22:16 – 18 
· Psalms was written by David who lived around 1000 years before Jesus and around 600 years before the practice of Crucifixion 
· Fulfilled – Matthew 27:35 
· Prophecy said He would not decay – Psalm 16:9, 10  
· This formed part of the message of Peter on Pentecost – Acts 2:29 – 36 Many other prophecies that could be considered. Most complete picture of the death of the Messiah is found in Isaiah 53 
· Who Is This Man?
· 
A great teacher?
· 
An wise prophet?
· 
An outstanding miracle worker?
· 
Your Lord and Saviour? 
