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When Right Takes A Holiday
 
I.          “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing” (Edmund Burke)
            A. What is it that determines the winner in the battle of good over evil?
            B. Sometimes the battle is lost for lack of effort
II. The Christian has turned from sinful, hurtful activities to devoted service in godliness – Romans 6:1 - 4 
            A. The world needs men and women who understand what Christianity is about
                        1.  Doing right without expecting return – Luke 6:27 – 36 
                        2. Must understand the cost and purpose of our salvation – Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14

            B. Far too many are like the one talent man of Matthew 25 (18, 25)
                        1. As far as we know, he was not guilty of outright sinful activity         

      2. His problem was that he did nothing – 25:26, 27

            C.  Remember, it is possible to believe one is alive when really he is dead – Revelation 3:1 – 6 

 

1. Lukewarm or just going through the motions



2. The Christian understands need to be genuine in Christian living – Romans 6:11 - 14

            D. Far too many want to watch but not commit to action
                        1. If good wins, they join in the celebration and bask in the success of others
                        2.  If evil wins, they find fault with everyone except themself
III.  When Good takes a vacation, you can be sure evil will Triumph
            A. Good men are not to just avoid evil, but to actively oppose it
                        1. Remember, when one does nothing about sin and evil he is supporting it – Ezekiel 3:16 - 19
            B.  Sadly, many times those who claim to be righteous are guilty of doing nothing –         1 Kings 18:16 – 21

            C.The teaching of Jesus about the Good Samaritan is a clear example of doing nothing 



1. Luke 10:25 – 37


2. There is no middle ground – Matthew 12:30             
IV.  The bottom line is that when Good Men do Nothing, They are no Longer Good
            A. Doing good is not simply the absence of doing wrong

                        1. A person is not good merely because he has done no evil
                        2.  A good person is one is actively working for what is good – 1 Peter 3:10 – 12

                        3. Remember the warning of James 4:17

            B. Reuben, eldest brother of Joseph, knew it was wrong to murder Joseph

                        1. He wanted to rescue Joseph, but he delayed and his brothers sold Joseph into slavery
                        2. Did not want to stand up against his brothers and paid the price – Genesis 37:29 – 33

                        3. The road to hell is paved with good intentions  



4. Ruben paid because of his guilt – Genesis 42:21, 22

            

5. Ruben did not need to suffer all his life if he had just acted 
  Conclusion


In this life and in the life to come, we will reap what we sow – Galatians 6:7
            A.        Inaction brings defeat
            B.        1 Corinthians 15:58
