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What The Blind Man Saw

John 9

1. The gospels give rich insight into the saving

work of God through Jesus

2. The gospel of John is different in the fact that

John goes into details that the others do not

(Why)

3. In John, a series of discourses is followed by

a miracle account or "sign"

4. Jesus' ability to perform such miraculous

signs was a testimony to his true identity - 7:31;

9:16; 6:14

5. In John 9 the miracle follows Jesus' claim to

be the "light of the world" - 8:12

NOTE: The earlier "signs" are: 1. Water to

Wine at Cana (2:1 - 11
), 2. Healing the Royal

Official's Son at Capernaum (4:43 - 54), 3 •

Healing the Lame Man in Jerusalem (Q5:1- 14),

4. Feeding the 5,000 Men near the Sea of

Galilee (6:1-15), 5. Walking on the Water (6:16 – 21)
)
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6. John gives more detail re the miracles of

Jesus than the Synoptic Gospels do

7. In this example he tells of the healing itself,

giving details of the controversies the healing

caused

8. John begins this story with no definite time

or location

9. This may was perhaps seated at a location

that was usual for him to be begging

The disciple's response:

10. Seeing him, prompts the disciples to ask an

interesting question... (9:1, 2) [questions are

often a good way to learn]

+ Their question stemmed from the view

that all difficulties, troubles, misfortunes,

illnesses, and the like, are the result of some

special sin

C. The view they expressed is a persistent

one, held by many today even though the
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book of Job is a clear refutation of it and

Jesus also taught that it rested on a false

premise - Luke 13:1—5
+ While it is true that sinful behaviour can

bring illness/death, it can not be assumed

that anyone who becomes ill is simply being

"paid back by God" for sin

Jesus response:

+ The blindness of the man presents an

opportunity wherein the work of God can be

displayed

+ "The answer, while rejecting both

hypotheses advanced by the disciples, dealt

with the results which were to attend it,

leaving unanswered the central question:

Why was this man born blind? Jesus taught

them that instead of wrestling with the age‑
old problem of the relationship of sin and

suffering they should see in this ease the

marvelous blessing which the love and grace

of God would produce. The blindness of the

man would thus afford an opportunity for

God to bring to him, and to all who

          witnessed the results of the miracle, the
privilege and blessing of salvation. They

would be enabled to realize that he who

could give physical light to the blind could

also provide spiritual light to those groping

in the darkness of sin and death." - Gospel

Advocate Commentaries

+ We do not always know why things

happen as they do, however, we do know

that God can bless people in all

circumstances - Romans 8:28; James 1:2 - 4
The Healing: 9:6,7
In this healing it involved a response on

the part of the person being healed

This was not always the case

+ Thankfully, for him (and us) the man did

respond

Consider the results of this miracle:

The Neighbors -9:8-12

•. Some believed. others did not

+ Even after talking with the man himself!

In his simple yet persistent way the

healed man relates the facts as he knows

them:

+ Jesus applies mud, commands washing

in Siloam

+ He washes then sees

+ That's all he knows

+ He does not even know where Jesus has

gone

+ The people cannot deal with this on their

own (The group cannot come to a "group

decision"

+ So they take him to the Pharisees
The Pharisees - 9:13 - 17

•. Why do these folks defer to the

Pharisees? Undoubtedly they see this as a

religious issue, and so they consult

accessible religious authorities

+ It quickly becomes no longer an

investigation regarding the validity of a

miracle but one a of Sabbath-breaking

4 The process of this healing will now be

used as evidence of breaking the Sabbath

+ Jesus did some mud-mixing (work) and

mud-daubing (more work)

9 The man walked to the pool of Siloam

(more work) and washed off the mud (more

work)

+ Quickly there two polarized views of

Jesus: (i) he is a Sabbath-breaker and

therefore a sinner outside of God's will, or

(2) he is a miracle-worker and therefore an

agent of the power of God
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Attention turns to the Parents: 9:18-23
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+ They can answer the easy questions

+ Yes! He is our son

+ "Yes! He was born blind"

+ Further than that, ask him

How Does the Story end: 9:23-34

Not really the end: 9:35-41
Sometimes we must face the difficult

questions and stand for truth -2 Timothy

4:1 -5; Galatians 2:11- 18
God's plan is for one to be born again into His

family - Nicodemus – John 3; Acts 2:38; 22:16;

Matthew 28:18-20

