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What shall we say then?
No Longer Satan’s Property   
Have been talking of the problems of the people of Israel in the Old Testament
BECAUSE
Of their failure to follow the direction of God in their life
Needed to understand that when God gave directions for living, He expected them to be obeyed
Had to learn that being God’s people required a standard of obedience that was 24/7 
Things have not changed in reference to God’s expectations

Things have not changed in man’s need to hear and obey
Romans 6:1 – 7
What shall we say? “Say” was a matter of emphasis
Paul here Concludes a discussion on the problem of sin for all mankind - Romans 3:5 – 8; 5:20, 21 
Sinning to increase grace is a destructive idea that we can hardly imagine 
While grace will always be more abundant than man’s sin the idea that we should sin more to get more is wrong headed
Sin is something to which God’s people “die”
Chapter 6 emphasizes that the old life is put to death
In looking at the Christian’s relationship to sin, three observations need to be made
(1) The word continue described a person as guest in someone’s house carrying the ideas of fellowship and cordial relations –                         1 Corinthians 16:8; Philippians 1:22 - 24
Also used to express the ideas of persistence, perseverance, and continuance (A person going on the commit a “beloved” sin…)

The point is clear: people will not continue in sin if they desire to be freed from it –                    (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Mankind has two clear choices: the way of salvation here designated as grace or the way of death which is described as sin
 (2) The expression God forbid (or such like) is used in other places such as Romans 3:4, 6, 31; 6:15; 7:7; 1 Corinthians 6:15; Galatians 3:21
This expression could be translated “may such a thing never occur, away with the thought” (Wuest)
This extremely strong denial is a rhetorical device (always used after a question) which was popular with Paul”
 (3) At this point in the book, Paul began to reveal the true nature and purpose of God’s grace
Grace was intended to end sin – Romans 2:4 - not increase participation in it
Christians must become very conscious of sin and do their best to avoid it
No Longer Satan’s Property
Last week talked of the reality that when one becomes a Christian he is to die to sin – Romans 6:1 - 7
Colossians 3:5 -10 show it is possible to continue to “live” in sin and that sin is only destroyed by effort 
The word from which “died” is translated means a Christian’s death to sin was at a particular point and time in the past
The “point” is at conversion and cleansing and this is what Paul shows in Romans 6:3f
Consider the following thoughts in reference to Jesus and His sacrifice
a. He came in the likeness of sinful flesh - Matthew 4:1-11; Romans 8:3; Philippians 2:5 – 8; Hebrews 2:5 - 18
When we are baptized into His ‘death for sin’ we accept Him as our atoning sacrifice
We receive forgiveness of the sins we committed from the day of responsibility to the time of our baptism
In that act our relationship with sin is severed
(1) We are no longer the property of Satan
(2) We no longer serve Satan
Jim McGuiggan wrote, “But what does it mean to ‘die’ to sin? Does it mean that the Christian is no more attracted by sin than a dead man is by the things of this life?...
… I’ve read people who said this is what Paul means! It isn’t my own experience. I don’t know of anyone who has experienced this. But this is less to the point than Galatians 5:17 is. Or, 1 John 1:7-9…

 In those passages we are told that saints not only find sin attractive but that they often sin. John insists that we confess our sins in order to have them cleansed…”
 Since the Christian shares in the death and resurrection of Christ, all of this is also true of him: he has been delivered from the dominion of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Christ - Colossians 1:13 
Romans 6:3, 4: Paul did not want these Christians to be “ignorant” about their conversion
The Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament describes it as “Surely you know,” “Surely you have not forgotten” 
Paul seems to be asking if some weak Christians did not understand everything that baptism involved
They needed to realize that the act of baptism separates people from sin –     Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21

In order to be saved and enjoy all God’s blessings, a person must:
Have faith – John  8:24
Repent - Luke 13:1 - 4; Acts 2:38
Confess Christ as Lord – Romans 10:9, 10 
Be baptized (proper baptism in water puts one into Christ)  - Romans 6:3; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:26, 27; 1 Peter 3:20-21
These things result in the forgiveness of sins -Acts 2:38
According to the teaching in the Bible, people are not saved by “saying a sinner’s prayer,” merely “confessing Christ,” “accepting Jesus into the heart,” or “praying with someone” 
In taking the steps required one receives “grace through faith” - Ephesians 2:8
The third verse in Romans 6 shows that those who are baptized in water are baptized “into Christ’s death” 
Based on what Paul wrote we can see the connection between the death of Jesus Christ and the justification of mankind
Verse 3 is very plain in both Greek and English: We are either baptized “into” Christ and baptized “into” His death or we are not
The one baptism described in Ephesians 4:5 results in both conditions
Conclusion
 “We were baptized into his death. And what kind of death was that? It was a death caused by sin at the hands of sinners! It was a death that was intended to atone for sin! It was a once-for-all death to sin! And if we entered into union with such a death could we continue to live in sin?... 
That would be moral contradiction. Did teaching like Paul’s lead (logically) to a life of continuance in sin? Not at all. The logic of his teaching would be a hatred of that which slew the Master; a longing to have that sin covered and appeased for and a decisive severance from sin. If a person enters into union with Christ he endorses all that Christ endorses and repudiates all that Christ rejects.”  (Jim McGuiggan)
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