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What Are The Odds?
A. Why did only about 3,000 obey the gospel on Pentecost? 



1. Why do so many close ear and eye to the gospel today?



2. Consider the cost of providing the gospel, finalized in the death and resurrection




3. God does not want any to be lost –  2 Peter 3:9



4. Yet the masses ignore what has been done - 2 Thessalonians 2:13 – 15
B. Perhaps this should not come as a surprise, since the Bible teaches that only a few will be saved in comparison to the total number who have lived – Matthew 7:13, 14



1. Wanting to be saved is not enough – Matthew 7:21 – 23       
C. Perhaps Jesus answers the question: Why do so many close ear and eye to the gospel today?



1. Luke 8:4 – 8



2. The apostles ask for an explanation of the parable – Luke 8:11 – 15
D. Jesus lists four kinds of hearers – and more to the point – responders to the message
I. The rock hard heart that Satan controls: Luke 8:5, 12
A. When God’s Word is taught, Satan is close at hand


1. He will do whatever he can to snatch it away



2. By using lies and trying to deceive – Adam and Eve for example



3. By encouraging people to delay – King Agrippa – Acts 26


4. False teachers presenting other alternatives



5. In all these ways Satan tries to steal the Word
II. The tempted heart: - Luke 8:6, 13
A. While the word is joyfully received, there is no root

1. Committed for a while…can’t stand the pressure – 1 Peter 5:8

2. The problem is no root – Ephesians 3:17 – 19; Colossians 2:6 – 8

3. This poor heart forgot to root in the word of God
lll. The heart of this world: Luke 8:7, 14
A.
This heart hears and obeys

1. Things go fine for a while

2. Jesus says they get choked

B. Consider the things that choke them 

1. Cares – all the daily demands and worries 

2. Riches which can become all-consuming and destroy – James 5:1 – 7; 1 Timothy 6:6 – 10

3. Pleasures often take our mind away from the important


* All these, though they begin, they do not finish – 2 Timothy 4:6 – 8
IV. The finishing heart: Luke 8, 15
A. This is the one out of four that is

1. Prepared to hear and obey

2. It is an honest heart, desiring to know the truth

3. It is an honest, seeking heart – Acts 8:27 – 40

4. It is an obeying heart – James 1:22

5. Fruit will be produced by such an heart – Galatians 5:22 – 25

6. Through thick and thin, such an heart will never give up as long as there is life –  1 Corinthians 15:58
CONCLUSION:

1. Could it be one in four who make it?
2. The truth is that any of these four hearts could make it with proper preparation

3. The question of importance for us personally – which heart describes ours?

