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   Walk in newness of life
Romans 6:4 – 6

6:4:  In order to enter into Christ’s death, one must be “buried” occurring only here and Colossians 2:12
This interesting word meant “to bury with” or “be buried together”
Kittle says “to bury with, together, at the same time” 

Consider the power and result of baptism – Colossians 2:6 – 13
Our relationship through Christ is described by a number of terms in these verses 

One is the removal of sin by Christ is compared to male circumcision, the sign of the covenant in the OT, beginning with Abraham – Genesis 17:9 – 14

Under the law of grace, baptism is the instrument of sin’s removal, (Acts 22:16) certainly not immersion in water per se – Romans 2:28, 29
This reflects the true OT idea of circumcision – Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4 

“Spiritual circumcision” is a direct exhortation to live a life free of sin

Further, this is not a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ 
The danger of apostasy must be understood –                 1 Corinthians 10:1 – 13
THIS DOES NOT TO IMPLY water or works salvation or discount faith

Rather, baptism, symbolic of what happened to Christ, is a “rite of passage” from the old life to the new
In reference to salvation, baptism is like the neck of the hourglass through which the sand must pass to go from one end to the other 

In baptism one goes from death to life  

NOTE: One can only share in the likeness of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection if he dies to sin (i.e. changes his life through repentance), is buried (immersed) by baptism, and is raised up (comes up out of the water
Like the verb baptize, baptism is not a translation of the Greek text; it is a transliteration – i.e. the Greek letters given then Egnlist equivalent
Necessary because “there was no equivalent word in our language….to baptize is to put into water and take out again. It involves immersion, submersion and emergence —death, burial and resurrection” (Vine)

This definition of baptism, when combined with John 3:23, shows that it must be a burial (immersion) 

We have a God given pattern - 2 Timothy 1:13 - part of the pattern involves baptism to reach forgiveness and cleansing (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:1 - 4) - and this pattern must be followed
After someone has been properly baptized, the fourth verse states that his or her life is “new” 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says this term “speaks of life that has a new or fresh quality.  The resurrection of Jesus was not just resuscitation; it was a new form of life. In the same way the spiritual lives of believers in Jesus have a new, fresh quality” (p. 462)

The word Paul used “is from kainos, new in quality, which is to be distinguished from neos, new in time” (Vine)

The previous life…”worthless”…the new life “beyond valuing”  (Soul compared to world) 
Because of our new life we are obligated to “walk” in a life-style of “ethical, moral, religious” example
 “The ‘also’ indicates that Jesus too lived a life of newness. Before His resurrection He lived the life of a servant, struggling against sin in order to be victorious over it. But because of His utter obedience He was given a glorious resurrection and glorious life. The saint identifies himself with all that. As His Master was ‘born again’ from the dead (Revelation 1:5; Colossians 1:18) even so the sinner had been ‘born again’ as he (by faith) entered into union with the death and resurrection of Christ” (Jim McGuiggan)

Before baptism a person has the devil as his or her spiritual master – John 8:44 – being slaves of sin – John 8:34
Baptism is both positive and negative: negative in that those who experience it must die because Jesus died  -  positive because one experiences  resurrection

Barclay lists what he calls three great permanent truths:

 “It is a terrible thing to make the mercy of God an excuse for sinning. Think of it in human terms. How despicable it would be for a son or a daughter to consider himself or herself free to sin, because he or she knew that a father or a mother would forgive. That would be taking advantage of love to break love’s heart.” – William Barclay
 “The man who enters upon the Christian way is committed to a different kind of life....In modern times we have tended to stress the fact that acceptance of the Christian way need not make so very much difference in a man’s life. Paul would have said that it ought to make all the difference in the world.” – William Barclay
 “There is a real union with a real identification with Christ…A man is in Christ.” – William Barclay
Have you experienced this death and resurrection?

Has it made a difference in your life and had an impact on those who know you? 
