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They Won’t Like You!

John 15:13-25

· What word would you use to describe your relationship with Jesus Christ?
a. Your Lord

b. Your Saviour

c. Your Shepherd

d. Your Friend
· Jesus wants us to think of him as a friend!

a. This is not about name dropping like, “Did you know that(name of some famous person) is my friend?”
b. Yet, Jesus is our friend in high places!

c. Better yet, He wants to be in a talking and listening relationship with each of us
d. He needed the disciples listening to the words of John 15 to understand and cherish this truth
e. Jesus knew His disciples – then and now – would need to understand and value this friendship

Friendship is born out of choice
· When Jesus called them friends, he was under no obligation to do so

·  They were under no obligation to accept since He does not force anyone into friendship
a. Matthew 23:37 – 

b. James 4:1 – 4

· Jesus tells His followers that there would be consequences of following Him

a. John 15:18 – 20 –
· In His warning Jesus prepares them by giving them some information to ponder (Muse on)

a. First, He told them that when the world hated them, they should remember that the world hated Him first (15:18)

b. Because they were His disciples, they could expect the same treatment which He had received (15:20)

c. Persecution by the world, Jesus told them, would not be "personal," but would come to them because they were His followers (15:21)
d. Jesus never intended that the Christian should live in pious isolation, but in active contact with the problems of men
e. Nevertheless, He drew a sharp line between the Christian and the "world"
f. Jesus did not want them disillusioned when they met persecution “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first”
g. Jesus knew that what would be most distressing about the approaching persecution was that it would make no sense! He foresaw that it would be "without a cause” - John 15:25 
Perhaps He hoped that knowing this ahead of time would somehow make it more tolerable for the disciples
·  Of all that Jesus warned them about, the most painful may have been John 16:2 
· Christians, then and now, must understand that they have a new nature, a new aim in life, a new purpose in living
· The world does not understand their motives nor feel comfortable in their company
Jesus gave three reasons why persecution will occur:
1. Because you are not of the world

2. Because they do not know the one who sent me

3. That the word may be fulfilled
· Perhaps the reason is described best for us in John 3:19-21 
· The Lord further speaks to this point in John 15:22-24 

· Jesus gives four suggestions on how to react when the persecution starts
1. We should rely on the Holy Spirit

2. We should stand firm and boldly testify our faith in Christ

3. We shouldn't stumble

4. We shouldn't forget we'd been forewarned  - 1 Peter 4:12 – 16… 
Although our situations as followers of Jesus are somewhat different today, we need to hear his words about the trouble that we will face

 In some places in the world even today, the opposition which confronts Christians is severe

 They are beaten and imprisoned. Their homes are burned, or their church meetings are forbidden
Other Christians may not face physical persecution as much as they face social persecution

 While not physically beaten, they may be ridiculed for their beliefs and laughed at for their convictions
In 1992, movie critic Michael Medved published a book called Hollywood vs. America, in which he demonstrated how the movie-making industry takes every opportunity to belittle religion and religious values. Later he produced a video called Hollywood vs. Religion. In both the book and the video he stated that even though it often costs them great amounts of money in lost revenues, Hollywood movie-makers seem intent on attacking those who believe in God.

Persecution is sometimes most intense within a Christian's own home…

 A husband or a wife may criticize and belittle the faith of a believing spouse

This form of persecution may be the most difficult to endure
Paul-no stranger to persecution himself-wrote to the church in Rome, "If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men" -Romans 12:18)

 The first nine words of this verse indicate that it is not always within our power to live at peace. Sometimes our spiritual opponents will not let matters rest, and we will have to face persecution
We have all likely heard the expression, "My mother always said there would be days like this." 
When we are called to pay a difficult price for the privilege of wearing the name of Christ, we can, in the same way, say, "My Lord said there would be days like this." 
Not only did He say that suffering would come, but He also told us what to do when it does come: Cling to the vine, and love one another!                                    

