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· The Wrath of God
· The Patience of God Has Limits  
· Romans 2:1 – 11
· The book of Romans reveals many aspects of the “righteousness of God
· May not think of WRATH as righteous
· The “love of God” cannot be minimized, yet wrath must be recognized
· WRATH. 1: strong vengeful anger or indignation. 2: retributory punishment for an offense or a crime: divine chastisement 
· The expression “wrath of God” is found 11 times in the English Standard Version (3 times in Romans)
· There are two Greek words translated wrath/indignation etc. Trench suggested that thymos is “boiling” anger, whereas orge reflects an “abiding and settled habit of mind” 
· The two terms together express the intense and sustained disposition of God towards evil and those given over to it
· NOTE:  The use of “wrath” does not indicate an impulsive, spasmodic, emotional reaction – as it often does with humans 
· INSTEAD: It speaks of a deliberate and measured reaction toward sinful rebellion 
· Such a response is wholly consistent with the righteous nature of a benevolent and just God
· CONSIDER
·  (1) It is repeatedly demonstrated that God’s wrath is not inflicted impulsively - Romans 9:22, 23 
· His patience was demonstrated to the generation of Noah’s day - Genesis 6:5-6 
· He longed to spare corrupt Sodom - Genesis 18:26 
· Jehovah revealed himself to Moses as a God who is “slow to anger”  - Exodus 34:6; Psalm 103:8  
· The Lord was even long-suffering with a wretch as vile as Ahab - 1 Kings 21:27-29
· For centuries He was tolerant with the arrogant and stiff-necked nation of Israel - Nehemiah 9:17 
·  (2) Biblical precedent has shown that once God’s “patience” has been exhausted, His anger will be visited upon those deserving it
· Paul says the Sovereign is “willing to show his wrath, and make His power known” Romans 9:22 
· With the exception of eight souls, the entire human family was destroyed by the great flood of antiquity - 1 Peter 3:20
·  Sodom, Gomorrah, and their sister cities were turned into ashes due to their impenitent wickedness - 2 Peter 2:6 
· Israel and Judah were enslaved to Assyria and Babylon respectively because of their sordid insolence
· The examples are almost endless
· (3) The final exhibition of divine wrath will entail a complete purging. The Judge “will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor” – Matthew 3:12 
· Taking vengeance upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness - Romans 1:18 
· This is one reason heaven will be so blissful -Revelation 21:8; 22:15
· (4) The wrath of Heaven will be administered justly
· The apostle Paul speaks of the “day of wrath” when “the righteous judgment of God” will be visited upon those who have earned that destiny - Romans 2:5-11  
· Abraham expressed confidence in the fact that God does not punish indiscriminately when pleading for Sodom - Genesis 18:25 
· When the victorious Christ finally makes “war” upon his enemies, He will do so “in righteousness” -  Revelation 19:11 
· The judgment will be fair in that it will: 
· (a) be consistent with one’s individual abilities -  Luke 19:12-27 
· (b) be rendered in light of one’s unique opportunities - Matthew 11:20-23 
· (c) recognize the law-system to which one was amenable - Hebrews 10:28-29 
·  (5) Those who become subject to the Creator’s eternal wrath will be worthy of that destiny
· God does not desire that any should perish - 2 Peter 3:9-10 
· When men choose to turn from the Lord, they determine their own destiny - Ephesians 2:1-5 
· CONCLUSION:
·  Happily, the redemptive message of the Bible is this that man can be “saved from the wrath of God” - Romans 5:9
· In the matter of the Wrath of God, the choice is yours    
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