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The Will of God

Romans 11:29-36

The will of God is a profound theme, beyond man's ability to fully understand - Romans 11:32-36
God's "will" has to do with the implementation of a plan for saving mankind
Preliminary observation:

Jehovah is a sovereign being…
Therefore, He has the liberty, to will and to do what He pleases in all matters
He cannot do anything that is antagonistic to His moral attributes
For example: He cannot lie - Titus 1:2;  Hebrews 6:18

To lie would contradict His absolutely "holy" nature - Isaiah 6:3

God's will is limited by His character— qualities such as holiness, truth, and justice

Consider some of the elements of the will of God


(1) Everything created by God was “very good” originally – Genesis 1:31

The ideal will of God is, obviously, that the creation remain in an unspoiled condition

Since mankind is given ability to choose, the opportunity for disobedience is

available

While God's will is that man does not sin the consequences of sin has been provided for by God -1 John 2:1, 2

To remedy human transgression, the Lord implemented a plan of salvation for ALL men to follow

His desire is that none remains lost – 1 Timothy 4:2; 2 Peter 3:9

Tragically many reject the counsel of God - Luke 7:29,30

As a result will perish - Matthew 7:13

While this is not what God desires, it is the inevitable consequence—if justice is to prevail

(2) What about the permissive will of God?

Because God granted mankind the power of choice, He permitted us to reap negative consequences for bad choices

These "consequences" affect us in numerous adverse ways like sickness, suffering and death - Romans 5:12

The fact is that the entire environment we live in is affected

Reality: Sin and its fruit exist—not because God wills such but because mankind forced the issue

This sin-cursed planet is not the best for eternity but God has made provision - Hebrews 11:16

(3) Consider the will of God as it involves human redemption
He had a definite/fixed plan for redemption - Acts 2:22, 23

Jesus offered Himself to fulfill what the Father had appointed - Galatians 1:4; Philippians 2:5-8
Jesus was tried and proven - Isaiah 28:16; Hebrews 4:15

The will of God, as carefully worked out over the centuries to eventually end at Golgotha and the resurrection – 1 Corinthians 2:8


(4) The intervention of deity in the events of human history for the accomplishment of sacred purposes might be designated as the active will of God
The active role of God is described in two ways...

In the past, as the revelation of His plan was unfolding, God worked directly through miracles

Through Christ and His appointed men, sick were healed, dead raised, etc.

Biblical evidence indicates that God is not operating in that way today -1 Corinthians 13:8 - 12


(5) The mind of God has been made known in the Bible
The Bible makes known the objective (based on facts rather than thoughts or opinions) will of God

(Opposed to subjectivism—the dependence upon one's feelings, personal ideas, etc., regarding religion)

The will of God can be known, understood and tested - Colossians 1:3 – 10;  Romans 12:2

By the apostles and other guided spokesmen, the objective will of God was proclaimed - Acts 20:26, 27

It is a teaching which must be obeyed - Matthew 7:21 - 23

May our prayer sincerely be: "Thy will be done, as on earth as in heaven" (Matthew6:10), as we pray along with Jesus ". . . not my will, but your will be done" (Luke 22:42)

