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The Wedding Feast
        1. We come to the third of three parables Jesus told when challenged by the religious leaders in the temple during His last week...

           a. "The Two Sons" was told in regards to their rejection of John the Baptist - Matthew 21:28-32 
           b. "The Parable of the Tenants” described how God would reject them because they had rejected His prophets, and ultimately His Son – Matthew 21:33 – 46 
           c. In "The Wedding Feast", the wickedness and rebelliousness of the religious leaders is even more vividly described – Matthew  22:1-14
        2. In this parable, He is revealed as the royal son
           a. In parable of Tenants there is a contract to be fulfilled

b. Here see reaction to a royal invitation to the wedding


c. Some accepted the invitation but did not honour the expected requirements of the invitation

 LETS LOOK AT THE PARABLE - Matthew 22:1 – 14 (Luke 14:16 – 24)

              1. Kingdom of heaven is compared to a wedding feast  - 22:1, 2 
                 a. Isaiah had used the figure of a feast to prophecy of God’s welcome – Isaiah 25:6
                 b. Revelation 19:7 describes a future marriage of the Lamb and His
              2. The invitation is rejected by indifference – 22:3 – 5

    
a. Or by rebellion – 22:6

              3. The King fights back against those who rebelled destroying them  – 22:7 
              4. The invitation is extended to others – Matthew 22:8 – 10 



a. This suggests the invitation given to all mankind – Matthew 8:5 – 12
PROBLEM: A guest who was improperly dressed – 22:11, 12 


a. The man who lacked the proper wedding clothes indicates that care and preparation are demanded before one can legitimately partake of the blessings of God 


b. Been suggested that the King would have made garments available but this man had not felt need to get one


c. Also suggested the man had come in dirty clothes rather than changing to clean ones   



d. Whatever the reason, the man was speechless 

e. The offender is to be bound and cast  outside the banquet hall

f. The King takes seriously one not properly dressed

· NOTE: Jesus draws this conclusion. "Many are called, but few chosen"  

· Anyone and everyone was invited to the feast since the originally invited guests did not respond 
· Many of the Jews were called, but few accepted the call  

· Many who accepted John's teaching at first failed to accept the Christ when he came
· The one who was cast out  is the one who responds favourably to the gracious invitation, but refuses to fully commit to the life  
SOME QUESTIONS FROM THE LESSON OF THE PARABLE...


1. Have I refused or ignored the invitation of God?



a. Through indifference



b. Should not be the case – Acts 17:24 – 31



c. Indifference a terrible problem –           2 Thessalonians 1: 7 – 10



d. Rebellion against God and His authority also terrible – Romans 2:4 – 11


e. We must dress in His righteousness – Romans 10:1 – 3
THE KING PROVIDES THE CLOTHING -  Galatians 3:26, 27 


NEED TO LIVE UP TO THE CLOTHING – Colossians 3:5 – 14


WE DON’T WANT TO BE AT THE WEDDING WEARING THE OLD CLOTHES OF SIN...

