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I. The Upper Room
AND

II. The Foot Washing Lesson

AND

III. Judas’ Betrayal  
Chapter 13 begins the second half of the book of John and ends the public ministry of Jesus

His remaining time will be spent with His disciples and in His death, resurrection and last days with His disciples

C.H. Dodd called this the “Book of the Passion” 
It is a wonderful section of John’s book – this expanded farewell (a wonderful bit of information that is not in the other gospel accounts)

From the second half of chapter 13 through chapter 16, primarily Jesus is giving personal instructions to His disciples concerning their future work  

Gives insight into the work the Holy Spirit would do   

 Chapter 17 is a rich prayer as Jesus prays for Himself, His close followers and all who believe   

John’s pattern in chapters 2-12 is to present a sign/miracle and then explain it through Jesus’ teaching   

Now chapters 13 – 17 is the explanation followed by the greatest miracle of all – His death and resurrection

1. Teaching on service and love – 13:1 – 38  
This the time of the first “Lord’s Supper” or communion, however, John does not describe it as the other three writers do
Rather, he shares events and discussions around the event

He teaches on service and love – 13:1 – 17    
The focus of the disciples is on the preparations for the Passover – Luke 22:15
It is a great time for Jesus to teach by example
The act of humility was a meaningful way for Jesus to begin to demonstrate the full extent of his love                

The full demonstration comes at the cross
John alerts the reader to a coming painful reality: Jesus will leave this world but His believers remain in the world
His disciples will be left behind in a world where sin still has a powerful grip on humanity
Two great themes in this section are “leaving” and “love” 
Jesus’ disciples, both His supper companions and the future church, must understand that His “leaving” was necessary
Also they must understand that “love” is the controller for Jesus’ disciples 
Everything that happens IN the community of believers MUST be governed by love
Judas Iscariot has already decided to betray Jesus 
John does not include an account of Judas’s meeting with the high priests to agree to the terms of Jesus’ betrayal – Luke 22:1 – 6     
John`s emphasis is on the spiritual forces at work in the betrayal - the devil had put it into his heart    

**Yet John does not imply that Satan somehow was able to override Judas’s own will 

He has already portrayed Judas as a thief – 12:6     
His love of money is the overriding factor, negating any loyalty to Jesus
In verse 3, John speaks of the security Jesus felt toward His status and future 
Why is this so important?

It allows Jesus to be submissive, demonstrating it as a foot-washing servant  

Not considered a normal feature of hospitality today, difficult for us to understand how humiliating this act would have been

It was a necessary job, but one normally done by a household slave or servant 
Jesus not only does the task, but assumes the full “costume” of a servant, stripped to his undergarment with a towel tied around his waist       

We can only imagine the feelings of the disciples silently submitting to Jesus’ service

SPECIAL NOTE: Don`t forget that one of those having his feet bathed was Judas the betrayer  
II. The Foot Washing Lesson
One disciple, however, finds his voice – guess who…Peter - 13:6 – 9   

Initially Peter sees nothing symbolic about the foot washing   
In his view, Jesus is inappropriately acting the part of a slave so he blurts out, “you shall never wash my feet” 
We may miss the importance of Jesus response - “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me” 
The word translated "part" carries the meaning here of "participation, having a share in someone or something" 

When God "bathes us all over" in salvation, He brings about our union with Christ 

However, our communion with Christ depends on our keeping ourselves "unspotted from the world" - James 1:27  

If we permit unconfessed and repented of sin in our lives, we hinder our walk with the Lord                                
Peter recognizes what Jesus is offering, and cannot get enough of it asking for full wash (Remember the discussion with Nicodemus in John 3)
Jesus responds that only his feet need washing – 13:10, 11     
Guests normally bathed before they came to dinner so only their feet would need washing 
Jesus is playing upon this social reality to provide a lesson for his disciples

 The “cleansing” He is really concerned about is spiritual cleansing – 15:3                 

Jesus can make them completely, utterly clean and pure 
In this Jesus is referring to His atoning work on the cross, “the blood... [which] purifies us from every sin” – 1 John 1:7      
Faithful Christians will wear “white robes” (i.e., perfectly clean) which have been “washed in the blood of the Lamb” – Revelation 7:14; 22:14    

Sadly, Jesus knows that not all His disciples are clean  

Judas may have clean feet, but his heart is still dirty
13:12 – 17 - Jesus takes special care to ensure that His disciples understand His actions and words  
His teaching point in the foot washing is an example of the relationships He expects in the future community of His believers  

If He willingly serves them, then there is no excuse for any of them to not serve  

This is a practical example of words being put into action – Mark 10:43, 44  

This attitude of service must be based in love, as Jesus will go on to teach
For some in our world this message is seen as out of date 
Who does the world honour - the RICH and POWERFUL!  

Service takes time and effort, and requires an attitude of humility   

 In the Roman Empire power and wealth were idolized, pity and humility were signs of weakness – the view of many today

Jesus’ demand for a servant’s heart is never out dated nor inappropriate
The true and lasting reward does not come from the world’s adulation nor from our control and mastery of other people 
True reward comes from having an obedient heart confident that we will be blessed by God
Note: some Christian traditions have seen verse 14 as a continuing command for the practice foot washing as a part of their worship activities

Difficult to make a case for this as an expected continuing practice of the church on the same level as baptism or the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
No evidence that the early church practiced foot washing 
It stands, however, as an excellent example of the service nature of Christ on earth and His expectation for His people today
III. Judas’ Betrayal   
Judas’ Betrayal Predicted - 13:18-30
Jesus begins this section by telling the disciples that there is an unfortunate exception among them – foreshadowed in v. 10 
Jesus teaches this is not an unforeseen development, but a fulfillment of Scripture     

Deceitfulness is always hard to take – example of David’s comment – Psalm 41:9
Jesus is concerned that the disciples understand that his coming betrayal and death will not stop His work – 13:19, 20 
It is crucial that they continue to “believe that I am He”     
REMEMBER the purpose of Jesus was to create a community of believers 
Important that Jesus become clear in talking about the betrayer – has hinted in the past – John 6:70, 71     
John, the eyewitness, notes the emotional distress of Jesus – 13:21          

Imagine the feeling that must have gripped the apostles as they realized what Jesus was saying – 13:22 – 24
Have seen the opposition against Jesus – BUT now being told there was danger from within!  
To appreciate fully what happens next, necessary to visualize the likely physical arrangement of this meal
Jesus was probably in the center of this group of reclining diners

The disciple whom Jesus loved (John) was reclining next to him 
It would appear that Judas was on the other side of Jesus, just behind him, easily in reach of Jesus – 13:26, 27                              
Consider the sequence of events: 
1.  Jesus announces that one of the disciples is a traitor
2. Dumbfounded,  disciples stare at each other 
3. Peter prompts John to get the identity of the traitor
4. Jesus tells John that he will identify the traitor by giving him a piece of bread

5. Jesus gives the bread to Judas                  
Might ask, “Why did the disciples do nothing to stop Judas? 
Because they do not understand what was happening – 13:28 - 30                

Judas’s departure has no effect upon the disciples   

They hear Jesus say, “What you are about to do, do quickly,” but do not associate these words with the earlier pronouncement of a traitor 
They assume that Jesus is sending Judas on an errand of some type     

 John finishes this section with the statement, “And it was night”    

Not just the dark time of day but a dark time in spiritual history    

Satan has won one battle of spiritual evil by stealing a disciple from the Son of God         

Paul speaks of the seriousness of this decision – 1 Corinthians 2:6 – 8   

Truly this was the dark before the dawn                     

Very challenging conclusion to this chapter – 13:31 – 38        
There is an emphasis on glorify – 13:31, 32    

His death will be followed by resurrection and exaltation 
He is going back to be with the Father but they cannot come at this point – 13:33
How can His people, in fact, glorify Jesus?

The answer is found, at least in part, in 13:34, 35        

The English word love does not fully convey the depth of the Greek word here

The Greek word, agape, is “unselfish love” 
It is “self-giving love” 
It is “love without expectations of returned affection” 
It is pure love, the love that acts simply out of the conviction that the right thing must be done 
This selfless and generous type of action is missing in much of human society today

His disciples are to love this way as a demonstration to the unbelieving world to make them believers    

We are not his disciples just because we demonstrate agapē love to one another, but IF we are His disciples, it is not optional  
Emphasized by Paul – Romans 13:8; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Galatians 6:10
And Peter – 1 Peter 1:22
And, of course, John – John 15:12, 17; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2 John 5

Francis Schaeffer says “the mark that Jesus gives to label a Christian not just in one era or in one locality but at all times and all places until Jesus returns” 
This “mark” has continually renewed the church when
A song popular in the 1960s was, “and they’ll know we are Christians by our love” 
In the nineteenth century the fathers of the Restoration Movement proclaimed:

In Essentials, Unity

In Non-Essentials, Liberty

In All Things, Love

Peter ignores the teaching on love to get back to something Jesus said earlier, where are you going? – 13:36  

He does not like talk of Jesus abandoning them, and re-expresses his willingness to die for Jesus – 13:37                                                                                            

The response of Jesus to this must have broken John’ heart – 13:38                   

Did Peter see this as Jesus’ answer to his earlier question about the traitor, “Who is it?” 
Peter’s lack of response tells us that Jesus’ words struck Peter in the heart – so is speechless 
Jesus now moves from teaching, based on the foot washing example, to fully prepare the apostles for His departure                     
