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The Salvation of Man, No Afterthought
Romans 3:21 – 26
The will of God for man’s salvation was carefully implemented over time according to the plan of God
Even before the “foundation of the world” the plan of God was in place - Ephesians 1:3-4; 1 Peter 1:18-21 
The plan and purpose of God is to bring blessing to His creation – Romans 8:28
The Greek term translated “purpose” signifies to “set forth or put into place” 
Redemptively, the divine “plan, purpose, resolve, will” (Arndt) 
Not a doctrine of election but the gospel plan of salvation for all mankind
This plan involves several things: 

(a)  …the knowledge of sin which is opposed to the original will of God

(b)  …seeing the plan of God in the preparation for the coming of Christ 

 (c) …understanding and accepting the Lord’s atoning death 

(d) …the proclaiming of the gospel message to the lost

(e) …the necessity of man’s obedient response to the invitation Jesus offers -          2 Thessalonians 1:8 

(f) …the continued obedience of the believer – 1 Peter 4:17-18 
Man must respond to the requirements of God’s plan - 2 Thessalonians 1:5-8 
Paul calls it the “plan of the ages” -Ephesians 3:11; 2 Timothy 1:9
God plan of righteousness  is outlined in our text – Romans 3:21 – 26
Note the following details:

1. The plan by which God credits man as righteous is not accomplished by perfect obedience to a “law” system 
Justification by a legal code demands perfection -Galatians 3:10-11
This does not mean one does not need to obey God

2. The plan of God to remedy sin was foretold - Isa. 53

3. The gospel works by “faith” ,  focused in Jesus Christ, available to all 
This belief is not merely a mental disposition; rather, it is a solid conviction based upon historical data, combined with a willingness to trust and obey (Thayer’s comments on the verb “believe”) 

4. The plan allows the obedient believer to live justified
This justification is not merited or earned, but is freely given as a result of divine grace 

5. The redemption is realized as a result of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ -Ephesians 3:11-12 
The Lord, thus,  became the propitiation,  “atoning sacrifice”  for OUR sin 
 His blood—a symbol of His sinless life, was planned from  eternity  - 1 Peter 1:19-20
Because  of this auspicious offering, divine wrath can be avoided 

6. The sacrifice of His perfect Son allowed God to satisfy his sense of justice - Isaiah 53:11 
Granting justification (vindication) to all who submit to the Lord Jesus - Hebrews 5:8-9
Sadly, many have, do and will reject the plan of God
Make no mistake – God’s promises will come true
1 Corinthians 1:25 
Job 42:1-2 
2 Chronicles 20:5-6 
 Isaiah 14:27 
Conclusion
We can only say – 2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift! 

This thanks MUST be expressed by both WORD and DEED[image: image1.png]



