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The Saga of Lot

(Saga - a complicated series of events or personal experiences stretching over a considerable period of time, or a detailed account of such a series of events or experiences)

I. Terah, the father of Abram (Abraham) was a descendent of Shem, discussed in Genesis 11


1. Given this information following the events of Babel


2. His son, Abram, is the third person of promise in Genesis



a. Adam – Genesis 1:26 – 28


b. Noah – Genesis 9:1 - 6 


3. The original audience would see the connection between a blessing intended for the entire earth and a blessing to part of that earth, the "land" of Canaan


4. The choice to accomplish His creational purposes on a single chosen person and his descendants shows a clear relationship between creation and major OT teaching of covenant, election and promise 


a. Creational purpose: to bless mankind and preserve him for eternity



b. Abram becomes the new Adam and new Noah

II. Promise to Abram – Genesis 12:1 – 9

1. Promise begins with a command – “Leave” NIV  (Other translations – “Go”, “Get thee out”, etc)


2. He must leave his immediate family, extended family, place of residence  - to receive the blessing         


3. The destination was not clearly defined



a. Does not mean Abram did not know of Canaan



b. His father had started there but did not go all the way – Genesis 11:31


c. The full extent of the land being promised him would be revealed in the future – Genesis 12:7

4. NIV leaves out the word “and” in 12:2


a. Is doing so, the connection between the command of verse 1 and the promise of verse 2 is somewhat lost  



b.   God's promise is conditioned upon Abram's obedience in leaving his homeland, people, and relatives...



c. Notice the divine “I” occurs 5 times in Genesis 12:2, 3


d. God promised to make him into a great nation – Abram would not do it himself



e. However, God would not do it unless Abram obeyed 



f. Note that Abraham, blessed by God,  is chosen to be a blessing (2)



g. Do not those who have been blessed by God have a responsibility to help others receive God’s blessing as well? 

III. Abram’s Response to God's Promise – Genesis 12:4 - 6

1. On the one hand Abram obeys and leaves his family behind trusting God to fulfill His promises

2.  However, Abram’s obedience appears to be less than complete or perfect


a. He takes his nephew, Lot, with him along with the servants they had acquired in Haran


b. Strictly speaking, it would appear that Abram is disobeying the Lord's command


c. He likely felt good reason to do so, however, his less-than-complete obedience will have long-term consequences for himself...as well as Lot


d. While it might or might not be the case in this event, God’s people often seem to complicate to full filling of God’s promises by their interference


3. However, Abram does pick up and leave home heading for Canaan and arrives at the  great tree of Moreh at Shechem   

IV. Promise Clarified    

1. The initial promise of 12:1 – 3, did not identify the land   

2. Abram arrives in the Promised Land, stopping in the north near Shechem, the middle at Bethel, in the south in the Negev -  He thus symbolically "takes ownership" of the land the Lord promised to him 

V. The challenge of the new land continues with prosperity – Genesis 13     

1. Both Abram and Lot became wealthy – Genesis 13:1 – 4...


a. This wealth causes problems between Abram and Lot –Genesis 13:5 – 7


b. Don’t know what, if any part of this problem, came because of the Canaanites and Perizzites also in the land


2. Abram becomes the peace maker – Genesis 13:8, 9


a. While the argument is actually between their herdsmen, the potential for conflict which might damage their relationship is there 



b. In verse 8 Abram refers to Lot as “his brother” (Really his nephew)



c. Perhaps based on the idea of their being more equals as a result of material blessing??




d. His offer is very generous – 13:9


3. Lot’s choice is materially wise – spiritually, costly – 13:10 – 12


a. The "plain of the Jordan" is evidently the flat land on the eastern side of the Jordan



b. The suitability of this area for grazing flocks is seen in the later desire of two-and-a-half tribes to settle there rather than cross over to the Promised Land proper with their large herds and flocks – Numbers 32:1


c. While this “appears” to be a very wise decision it is not



d.   Lot's story should remind us of the real dangers of becoming too comfortable in the midst of pagan culture    

VI. Lot’s new home described

1. Real Estate companies advertise the “perks” of a house that is for sale



a. Clean & well maintained



b. Large comfortable rooms



c. Finished basement apartment (great  source of income)



d. Big yard



e. Close to schools, public transportation



f. Etc


2. Lot’s new home described – 13:13



a. Lot’s choice put him and his family in danger



b. Interesting that the “men” of Sodom are singled out in the description – wicked and great sinners



c. Choices may not always be as wise at they appear

C. The Third Challenge the Rescue of Lot     

1. While things go well for Abram in the remained of Genesis 13

2. Not so well for Lot


3. A foreign Coalition came against Sodom and drove out the inhabitants, taking many of them captive


4. Lot and his possessions were also taken captive – 14:12

5. Abram steps up to help Lot in his troubles – 14:13 - 16


a. Abram's willingness to take a great risk in militarily challenging an army of four allied kingdoms shows his selfless loyalty to Lot         



b. Perhaps the wisdom of allowing Lot to come with him to Canaan is again tested           



c. If Lot was not with him, he would not have needed to put his men at risk



d. Abram plans wisely, by dividing his men into groups and attacking at night



e. He succeeds in freeing Lot and his possessions and Lot settles back into life in Sodom 
HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT THE END OF THE STORY....

VII. Lot comes into the Biblical account again in Genesis 18:16ff

1. This section is dominated by the Lord's destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

2. The section beings with God informing “Abraham” of His plans for Sodom and Gomorrah – 18:16 – 21


a. Because of the sin in these cities, God is going to destroy them 



b. Abraham continues to be concerned for the people of the cities – 18:23


c. Abraham then enters into a time of bargaining with the Lord – 18:24 – 32 (Read and discuss the terms presented) 

Conclusion of this conversation...18:33 


1. The lord  finished speaking with Abraham and not the other way around

2. The implications of this conversation are enormous   


a. Could Sodom and Gomorrah be as bad as depicted?



b. Not even 10 righteous souls to be found?

The account takes another turn for the worse...

 
1. Visitors come to see Lot – Genesis 19:1 – 3 

2. They are not safe in Lot’s house – Genesis 19:4, 5


3. Lot’s effort to protect is both praiseworthy and appalling – Genesis 19:6 – 8

4. The men’s response was not favourable – Genesis 19:9

5. The solution is provided by the angels (God) – Genesis 19:10, 11 

SADLY, THE SAGA IS NOT OVER...

