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I. The Public Ministry of Jesus 
AND

II. The “triumphal entry”
AND
III. The Voice From Heaven

· We have been discussing the “I am” statements of Jesus
· All of them make a particular claim as to the divine nature of Jesus.

1. I am the bread of life (6:35, 41, 48, 51)  


2. I am the light of the world (8:12; 9:5) 


3. I am the gate for the sheep  (10:7, 9) 


4. I am the good shepherd (10:11, 14)  


5. I am the resurrection and the life (11:25) 

· The last two are found in the very rich section of John 13 – 17
· This is one of the great expanded teaching sections of the gospels (i.e. Sermon on the Mount – Matthew 5 – 7; the 7 woes – Matthew 23 

· Rather than going directly into the last two “I am” statements, we will take them as they come in this section

Introduction:

· We need to look at chapter 12 before we move into the events of chapters 13 – 17
· As we approach the final Passover of Jesus, John is careful to give some important and interesting details   - John 12:1

· At Bethany a dinner is given in Jesus’ honour – John 12:2, 3

· 
A. John emphasizes Mary’s lavish extravagance

· 
B. Not all see the gift as wise – John 12:4, 5

· 
C. Real reason revealed – John 12:6
· Jesus refuses Judas’s criticism of Mary, even his insincere version that the cash value of the nard could have been used for benevolent purposes – John 12:7, 8
· 
A. Again, Jesus speaks of His coming death – a subject that has been often raised but not fully understood by His followers

· 
B. This is not a statement about the inevitability of poverty or the futility of relief efforts 

· 
C. It is a lesson in priorities

· 
D. There comes a time when devotion to God and the Son of God must take priority over all else

· 
E. If we immerse ourselves in social action while neglecting our relationship with Jesus, we have “missed what is better”

· 
F. Mary appears to understand the coming death of Jesus and uses this opportunity to say “I love you” to Jesus

A strengthening of the opposition to Jesus – John 12:9 – 11
· A large crowd, hearing that Jesus was at Bethany, head over to see for themselves

· 
A. They have not come because they love Jesus

· 
B. They add Lazarus to the “hit list”

· 
C. This emphasizes the POWER of the miracle of raising Lazarus

· 
D. The religious leaders’ refusal to believe has blinded them to who Jesus really was – John 12:42 

All this sets the stage for the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem – John 12:12 – 19
II. The Triumphal Entry

· The triumphal entry is found in all four Gospel accounts, each with some different observations

· 
A.  Some of John’s unique details include the mention of palm branches – 13
· 

1. The exact significance of the palm branches is not explained

· 

2. Presumably they are intended to assist in giving a spontaneous royal welcome – Revelation 7:9
· 

3. Since the time of the Maccabees, two centuries earlier, palm branches had been a symbol of Jewish nationalism

· 
B.  John gives editorial reflection on the significance of this event – 16
· 
C. Comments on the response of the Pharisee observers – 19 
· John uses the triumphal entry to highlight the popular support for Jesus from the crowds

· 
A. The spontaneously staged reception by the common people is powerful

· 
B. Some had been there when Jesus called Lazarus from the dead – 18
· The words of the crowd are taken mainly from Psalm 118:25, 26, a traditional psalm sung on the way to the temple

· 
A.   Hosanna is a Hebrew term meaning “Please save us”

· 
B. For John to have the people say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,” is theologically important if it means some of them understood what was going on

· 
C. Jesus had not come to do His will but that of the Father and to reveal the Father – John 1:18

· 
D. The crowd acclaims Him by saying, “Blessed is the King of Israel!”

· 
E. This would only add to the leaders frustration with the work of Jesus

· John does not tell how the colt was obtained for Jesus to ride on           

· 
A. The donkey’s importance is to be found in its connection to prophecy – Zechariah 9:9          

· 
B. John explains that the significance of this act was not understood at the time, but was after Jesus’ resurrection – 16 

· 
C. All this continues to frustrate the Jewish leaders – 17 – 19

· John includes a unique event, not found in the other Gospels – 12:20 – 22  

· 
A.    Some Greeks make a request to see Jesus. These are likely  not Greek-speaking Jews, but Gentiles who have come to Jerusalem for Passover

· 
B. Perhaps Galileans since their contact was with Philip, also from Galilee

· 
C. Jesus uses the situation as a teaching occasion – 12:23 – 26
· 

 1. Seeds become productive by “dying”

· 

 2. For men and women, holding selfishly to this world will result in losing it 

· 


a.   In God’s view, it is only by spending life that we attain true life

· 
D. The wonderful promise of a home with Him is the reward for Jesus committed living – 26

· Jesus reveals some of his own inner struggle – 12:27, 28
· 
A. This struggle is revealed in the Synoptic Gospels with the Gethsemane accounts                  

· 
B. What He is saying is at the very core of His human personality

· 
C. This is a spiritual battle, a battle between survivalist instincts God has purposely built into humans

· Jesus voices the natural passions of a human when he asks if he should pray, “Father, save me from this hour”

· 
A. He immediately dismisses this choice and proclaims his submission and obedience by stating, “No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour”

· 
B. This decision for a “No” to disobedient selfishness will bring glory -  “Father glorify your name!”

· 
C. Imagine the highly charged atmosphere at this point

· 
D. This pressure is relieved by the audible voice of God, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again”
· III. The Voice From Heaven

· 
E. Few times in Scripture does God communicate through an audible voice, compared to thunder here  - 29
· Jesus explains that the voice was for the benefit of the crowd – 12:30 – 32
· 
A. The defining time has come and Jesus defines this crucial season in three ways: 

· 

1. It is the time for judgment on this world

· 


a. “In the murder of the Son of Man sin is exposed in its most dreadful form.” - George Beasley-Murray 

· 


b. Unbelieving humanity has rejected the Son of God 

· 

2. It is the time when the prince of this world will be driven out

· 


a. Because of the death and resurrection along with the coming of the Holy Spirit, humans will no longer be held in the power of Satan, the grip of sin

· 


b. Satan himself has been judged and condemned – 16:11
· 

3. It is the time for Jesus to be lifted up from the earth

· 


a. Jesus death with draw mankind to Him…not drive them away

· 


b. Sadly, not true for all

· 


c. Jesus’ demonstration of love is a powerful draw to all who look upon His life in thanksgiving

· The crowd has recovered enough insolence to engage Jesus in sceptical controversy once more – 12:34
· 
A. If He was the king that was coming, how could He be talking about death

· 

1. Their view based on their interpretation of Daniel 7:14
· They end their outburst with a ringing question, “Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”

· 
A. The rest of John’s gospel will answer this question

· Rather than engage in controversy at this point, it is as if Jesus shrugs and smiles and offers one last piece of advice for the crowd: The time is short, you must believe – 12:35, 36

· John 12:37 – 43  is a pivotal point in the book of John

· C.H. Dodd has identified this as the transition between what he calls the “Book of Signs” (chapters 2-11) and the “Book of the Passion” (chapters 13-20)

· Dodd sees the first half of John as an expansion of his statement in the prologue – 1:10, 11
· Why did/do so many not believe?
· Consider John’s thoughts here:

· 
A. John observes that there are some for whom even multiple spectacular miracles are not sufficient to cause faith – 12:37, 38
· 

1. Reminds us of the statement of Jesus in Luke 16:31
· 
B. Yet, there are those who believe but are not willing to step out – 12:42, 43  
· John brings Jesus before the crowd one last time – 12:44 - 50  

·  
1. Belief in Jesus amounts to belief in the Father – 44, 45      

· 
2. Jesus has a mission from the Father to enlighten the world – 46    

· 
3. Jesus came to save the world, not to condemn it – 47  

· 
4. There will be consequences for those who reject Jesus and his message – 48         

· 
5. This consequence is because Jesus’ message and mission come from the Father – 49, 50     

· 
6. Therefore, rejection of Jesus is a rejection of the Father himself
· Conclusion:

· This ends the public ministry of Jesus in the book of John

· His remaining time will be spent with his disciples and in His death and resurrection and last days with His disciples
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