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The Plan of God Continues to Unfold
The death of Stephen opened the flood gates rather than slowing the spread of the Good News of Jesus

Might think that Satan had won with this very public opposition to the preaching

Rather, led to the fulfilling of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8

Death of Stephen was a sad event…but also an empowering time – Acts 8:1 – 4

At the scattering of the disciples, Philip went to Samaria – Acts 8:5 – 8  (The city of Samaria was about 40 miles north of Jerusalem)   
Helpful to understand something of the city and people of Samaria

Back in the history of the nation of Israel, we learn in          1 Kings 12 about the sin of Jeroboam, king of Israel

He became king at the time of the dividing of the kingdom after Solomon, Jeroboam established places of worship in Bethel and Dan and led the people away from worship as outlined in the law of Moses – 1 Kings 12 – 29 - 33

It was a form of idolatrous worship using calves as objects of worship

This continued until Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity

At this point the Assyrians brought some of their own people into the land and settled them there

These Assyrians intermarried with the Jews who were left, and they became a mixed race known called Samaritans – 2 Kings 17:26 – 29, 32, 33

One hundred thirty-five years later, Judah was taken into Babylonian captivity where they remained for 70 years

When these Jews returned to Jerusalem, the Samaritans asked to be allowed to help with the rebuilding but were refused

This brought a bitterness that continued until the time of Acts 8

In time the Samaritans gave up their idolatry and adopted a sort of worship of God…

For example, while accepting the writings of Moses they rejected the other Old Testament books
In time the Samaritans built their own temple on Mt. Gerizim, the Old Testament Mount of Blessings

In about 128 BC, a group of Jews burned the Samaritans’ temple
During the ministry that was done while Jesus was on earth, the Gentiles and Samaritans were not included – Matthew 10:5 – 10 

However, with the coming of the new covenant and the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ, this all changed
Simon the Sorcerer is one of the converts there – Acts 8:9 – 13

Up to this point only Philip showed any outer manifestations of the Holy Spirit

Peter and John change that – Acts 8:14 – 17

Satan had not given up on Simon – Acts 8:18, 19
Forgiveness was available even for Simon – Acts 8:20 – 24  (Only example in Acts where a person is told to pray for forgiveness…note that Simon was already a Christian)
The plan of God continues to unfold as the gospel is preached in many villages of Samaria – Acts 8:25

