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The Parable of the Tenants

Matthew 21:33 – 46
        1. A parable about rejecting the Son of God

a. Context of the parable seen in Matthew 21:23 - 27 


b. In this parable a terrible insult was given to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day


c. They are tied to the second son in the parable before – Matthew 21:28 – 32 

d. A real insult in saying the tax collectors and prostitutes were entering the kingdom before them 

e The tax collectors and prostitutes acknowledged their sinfulness coming to Christ for deliverance   (Perhaps they represent the first son who repented) 

f. This is an important parable for today as many give lip service to the Lord, go through religious rituals, give assent to doctrine, yet are not changed – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

I. The Meaning of the Parable

NOTE: The landowner represents God the Father - the son is the Lord Jesus Christ - the tenants are the leaders of Israel   

1. The events of the parable were realistic possibilities in life at that time



a. A landowner invests in a new vineyard



b. Put a wall  (hedge) around it  (Often made of wild aloe and other thorny shrubs to keep out animal and human intruders


c. Dug a winepress in it - these vats were hollow places dug in the earth and lined with stone, or sometimes cut out of the solid rock



d. Built a watchtower - "A tower" was usually built in the middle of the vineyard from which the keepers were to watch the vineyard and see comings and goings



e. Rented it to tenants - leased the vineyard and cultivated it for a certain per cent of its yield  


f. Reminds us of the statement of David – Isaiah 5:1 – 7

CLEARLY THE POINT OF THE PARABLE IS GOD’S RELATIONSHIP TO ISRAEL

1. Wall, winepress, and tower - God’s care and protection of His vineyard, Israel 
2. The time of the absence of the landowner - the time after Israel had entered into covenant agreement with God until then


3.  The harvest is a time of settlement of accounts

4. Servants sent to collect – one was beaten, one killed, one stoned



a. There had been a history of rejection of God’s witnesses – 2 Chronicles 24:19 – 22; Jeremiah 7:21 – 26


5. Finally the son is sent



a. The landowner, last of all resolved to send his son, confident he would  not receive the same treatment (Surely he would be treated with respect due the landowner)



b. Strange that the tenants interpret the coming of the son as an opportunity to take the vineyard for their own



c. Get rid of the heir, it can be ours!!   


d. Must have thought with heir gone they could control as they willed



e. Jesus asks them what they think the landowner will do




1. Giving them rope to hand themselves like Nathan and David – 2 Samuel 12:1 – 15 



f. They give a good answer – get rid of those tenants and replace them with some who would honour the arrangements 




a. This is a self-incriminating answer




g. Jesus refers to Psalm 118:22, 23 (21:42)




1. Stone imagery is very important in understanding the church – 1 Peter 2:4 – 10 




2. Jesus is the cornerstone of the new temple of God built for all nations  




h. Matthew 21:43, is one of the clearest prophecies of the change of covenant to be found in the gospels



a. This new covenant covers all men, Jew and Gentile – Ephesians 2:11 - 18  




b. When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables they knew Jesus was speaking about them 




c. Their anger was restrained by fear of the people

CONCLUSION: 

· The text serves as a sober warning of not taking the stone seriously

· Isaiah 8:14, 15 had given promise/warning  of  the stone - the hearer ignores the stone at his own peril
· Truly God has given us wonderful blessings ...partakers of the inheritance of the  Saints – Colossians 1:9 – 14    
