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The Meaningful Gift

Acts 4:32 – 37

The actions of individuals can be a great encouragement for others to follow their example

Not all examples are worth following

The Squawking Canary - In a home where a lady had two canary cages, one on either side of a window, a visitor made some comment about the birds. Whereupon the hostess remarked that one of the canaries was exceedingly jealous. She then proved her statement. Going to the cage of the bird that was not jealous, she began petting it, calling it pretty names and chatting with it. The reaction of the other canary was remarkable. Its feathers ruffled up, it fluttered all about the cage and made angry squawks of protest. There was no question about its jealous nature. Man, too, displays a jealous nature by his actions. (Bible Illustrations – Illustrations of Bible Truths)

Envy shoots at others and wounds herself. — (The Complete Book of Zingers)

No one has done a better job of portraying Envy than Dante. In his Purgatory, the envious sit like blind beggars by a wall. Their eyelids are sewed shut. The symbolism is apt, showing us that this is one of the blindest of sins—partly because it is unreasonable, partly because the envious person is sewed up in himself. (Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations: Signs of the Times)

Acts continues with the first reminder that sin is a temptation for the born again Christian – Acts 5:1 - 11

The beautiful, sacrificial and selfless giving of the church is marred, perhaps because of jealousy  (Like the  story of Achan in Joshua, the forward march of God’s people is hindered by “sin in the camp”)

Notice how this sin develops and the results

Pretense of righteousness – 5:1, 2
Is this sad event tied to the giving of Barnabas?   

“But” introduces a sharp contrast between these two events

No reason to think that Ananias and Sapphira did not want to give something to the Church

If they made out that it was the full amount received, perhaps there was some “glory” to be received as well

The “presenting sin” was lying about the amount given

The deeper sin was the motivation – pride, desire for position or praise from the praise of men…

Perhaps we should just call this old fashioned hypocrisy!

Jesus gravely warned us of the problem of hypocrisy –Matthew 6:1 – 6, 16 – 18

Motive, motive, motive – is at the heart of godliness 

Jesus often denounced hypocrisy – Matthew 15:7; 22:18; 23:13 – 36; Luke 12:1; Matthew 23:51

Ananias and Sapphira were nothing more than sinning saints faking spirituality

Maybe the question is, “were true believers”

We should assume they were included in the "congregation of those who believed" in Acts 4:32
Also, if they were not Christians, what lesson about sin does this event teach to true believers? 
Such an unnecessary sin – 5:3, 4
We understand it was not sinful to keep some of the purchase price for their own needs

Giving in the New Testament was to be voluntary –                         2 Corinthians 9:6, 7

While not giving the whole sale price was not wrong, lying to the Holy Spirit was                   

He could not blame this sin on Satan, though his temptation was strong

Peter notes the sin came because of his selfish hypocrisy – “what made you think of doing such a thing”

Satan is always nipping at our heels, however, we control how we deal with sin
In this case part one of the punishment was swift and severe – 5:5, 6
Part two happens 3 hours later – 5:7 – 10
This reminds us that one may involve others in their sin

The action of God was intended to impress the church with the seriousness of sin…and it worked – 5:11

There must have been a good bit of self-examination taking place following the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira

Of course, self-examination is useless without true repentance and commitment

