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The Lord IS MY Shepherd
Psalm 23

· Psalm 23 is a profound claim of relationship
· A comfort in scripture are the statements of God being present with His people
· This great psalm is about “presence”
·  This fact should bring the Christian joy, confidence and peace

a. Song – “An All Seeing Eye Watching You” sung as a kid and did not fully appreciate the idea...
Verse 1 talks of God watching our journey in life:                                                                                                              

"All along on the road to the soul's true abode, 
There's an Eye watching you;
Every step that you take this great Eye is  awake, 
There's an Eye watching you."
Verse 2 gives warning to make right choices                                                                                                                         

"As you make life's great flight, keep the pathway of right, 
There's an Eye watching you;
God will warn not to go in the path of the foe, 
There's an Eye watching you."

Verse 3 speaks of the goal of home with God                                                                                                                  

"Fix your mind on the goal, that sweet home of the soul, 
There's an Eye watching you;
Never turn from the way to the kingdom of day, 
There's an Eye watching you."

Chorus:                                                                                                                                                                           "Watching you, watching you,                                                                                                                                        Every day mind the course you pursue;
Watching you, watching you,                                                                                                                                                   There's an all-seeing Eye watching you."


b. Later, could understand the thought an give thanks for the hope of God’s presence with us 24/7

* Consider some wonderful examples of God’s presence with His people
· Abraham as he followed the leading of God – Genesis 15:1
· Isaac  when he was troubled by the Philistines – Genesis 26:24
· Joseph was blessed by presence of God – Genesis 39:1, 2 
· Moses received the promise of God’s presence –  Exodus 3:10 – 12 
· His presence demonstrated at Red Sea – Exodus 14:23 – 25    
· Moses reminds the people of Israel of the presence of God before his death –  Deuteronomy  20: 3, 4 
· Joshua also promised the presence of God –  Joshua 1:5 – 8    
· In tough times we should be encouraged by the presence of God
· People are not always aware of the presence of God –  Judges 6:12, 16  
· David – 1 Samuel 17:37 
· Some may struggle as Gideon did with fear and self doubt
Those who have had the greatest spiritual impact for good are those who have boldly committed themselves to the confession, “The Lord is my shepherd”

· For those living this side of Luke 2:8 – 14 the presence of God takes on a special meaning
· Jesus promised His followers would not be alone -  John 14:15 – 17 
· Bought with a price - 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 
· This indwelling brings confidence – Hebrews 10:19 –25                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
· Paul talks of our relationship with God – Romans 8:12 – 17  
· John tells us why we enjoy the presence of God – 1 John 3:24     
· God was present with His heroes of old
· His word promises that He is present with His people in all ages
· Jesus promised to be with his disciples until the end of he age – Matthew 28:20   
· We know the psalm...we must come to know the shepherd  
· With God’s blessing, may each of us experience the all surpassing peace, the invigorating  joy, and soul strengthening  power that is expressed in those well known words of David, “The Lord is my Shepherd. . . . I will fear no evil; for you are with me” 
· This can only come when we are walking with Him – John 14:23, 24
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