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THE God of Grace

Wrath may be considered the opposite of grace
In secular Greek, charis was related to chairo, meaning "to rejoice"

As far back as the time of Homer it referred to "sweetness" or "attractiveness"

It came to signify "favour," "goodwill," and "loving-kindness"—especially as granted to an inferior by a superior
In the New Testament, the term takes on a redemptive sense as God grants His favour to the undeserving... US
"Charis has in the NT designates the relationship of God toward sinful man through Christ

The word is found 156 times in the New Testament, 24 in Romans
The fact that human salvation results of Heaven's grace has been misinterpreted and misapplied, bringing cheapness to God's grace
Let us consider some of the major Bible truths associated with the grace of God

(1) God's grace has been offered to the entire human family - Titus 2:11
This cannot mean that every soul will be saved because it violates many other scriptures

What it does suggest is that Heaven's grace is potentially available to all who submit to the divine plan of redemption - Romans 51 6:3949 17
This truth is in direct conflict with the notion that God, before the foundation of the world, chose only certain ones to be saved


(2) The access to God's grace is by means of revelation - Titus 2:11 - 14
Christianity is a taught religion
Only "the truth" can set one free – John 8:31, 32
Isaiah, speaking of the messianic age, tells us that God will teach us His ways -

Isaiah 2:3
Jesus reminds us of this in John 6:45
God's grace is not dispensed apart from instruction—together with understanding and obedience

Teaching and understanding and obeying are crucial to reception of grace


(3) The reception of God's grace is conditional

Both Testaments demonstrate this truth

The principle is illustrated by the example of Noah, who "found grace in the eyes of the Lord" -    Genesis 6:8

The Hebrews affirms that Noah and family were saved by the building of an ark - Hebrews 11:7
This was a work of obedience, not MERIT

While God extends grace, human beings must be willing to "receive" that favour  2 Corinthians 6:1, 2
(4) Grace excludes merit

We must constantly remind ourselves that humanity is not deserving of the price paid for our salvation

Pardon can never be earned by works of human
merit - Ephesians
2:8 - 10
Even if one could live a perfect life, he still is to regard himself as an "unprofitable servant" - Luke 17:10
Jesus taught that our sins have put us head-over-heels in debt, without ability to pay - Matthew 18:24 - 27
When this concept is truly grasped, service to God will flow with a freshness and zeal that invigorates the soul

Doubtless a failure to fathom the true significance of grace is the reason so many church members are spiritually lethargic


(5) Grace is accessed at the point of gospel obedience 
It is sad that so many sincere people are unaware of the fact that "grace" and "obedience" are not enemies

Paul affirmed that grace is accessed by faith - Romans 5:1, 2 Ephesians 2:8, 9
It is not, however, a faith void of response to God; it is a faith that acts - James 2:21 - 26
In Ephesians 2:8 the apostle states that one is "saved by grace through faith." Later, in the same document, he says that sinners are "cleansed by the washing of water with the word" (5:26). It is nearly universally conceded that this "washing" is an allusion to baptism (Arndt 481; Thayer 382). It is clear, therefore, that the reception of grace by means of the "faith" system entails obedience, including immersion in water.


(6) The state of grace must be continuously embraced, otherwise his initial reception of Heaven's "favour" will have been "in vain"

It is incredible that many, who identify themselves with Christianity, should contend that it is impossible for the Christian to fall from God's grace Galatians 5:4 - 6
CONCLUSION

We are greatly blessed by the grace of God

We need to show our appreciation by the life of service lived

