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The First Christian Martyr -  6:8 -7:60

A change of focus happens now with attention turned from Peter to Stephen

Stephen is usually thought of as the first Christian martyr, which means he was the first recorded Christian to die for his faith in Christ

He also was the first recorded disciple to perform miracles who was not an apostle.

He appears to be one of the first to realize the full implications of the great commission – gospel for Jew and Gentile alike

He performed some “great” wonders and miracles – intended to verify his message

Would appear that he was a powerful preacher so those opposed could not stand up against him or the spirit he 

Was not the Pharisees and Scribes who opposed him, but from members of the Synagogue of The freedmen
These were Jews who had been slaves and by one means or another had obtained their freedom

6:13, 14 give insight into the teaching that was at conflict

They secretly got some men to testify against Stephen before the Sanhedrin to accuse him of blaspheming

This allows Stephen to preach before this ruling body, just as Peter had done before him 

If the gospel is to reach the world effectively, believers must be able to defend their faith 

The apostles were the first…Stephen and those of his generation were second and it continues today – Note: 1Timothy 1:3 – 7; Titus 1; 1 Peter 3:15

Acts 7 begins with Stephens’s trial

The charges are serious – that of blaspheming God, Moses, the law and the temple

High Priest begins with asking Stephen if he is guilty – 7:1

Stephen shows respect for the Sanhedrin – 7:2

His answer does not, in the beginning, seem to answer the High Priests question

Stephen gives a lengthy historical summation of Jewish history to make his case

Richard Longenecker, in “The Expositor’s Bible Commentary”,  comments,

“The defense of Stephen before the Sanhedrin is hardly a defense in the sense of an explanation or apology calculated to win an acquittal. Rather, it is a proclamation of the Christian message in terms of the popular Judaism of the day and an indictment of the Jewish leaders for their failure to recognize Jesus of Nazareth as their Messiah or to appreciate the salvation provided in him” 

Clearly his purpose was to show that Christ and the Christian faith which he preached were the perfect fulfillment of the Old Testament

Here I will read and comment on the history presented by Stephen – Read Acts 7:1 – 50
7:51 - The argument was now ended

As for the charge of blaspheming God by saying that the temple will be replaced, he showed by the scriptures that this was God's plan – 7:48 – 50

Stephen’s point is that the scriptures would have led a person with a good and honest heart to accept Jesus

Not a surprise that Jesus was rejected since their history was one of rejecting the prophets -7:52

His point: - Just as their forefathers had killed the prophets who showed the coming of Jesus, they also had rejected the testimony of the scriptures which pointed to Jesus

7:54 - Not unusual for one who loses an argument to become angry

Sadly, these people did not respond as those who heard the truth on Pentecost 
7:55 - Stephen’s reaction is much different…saw what Jesus predicted – Mark 14:62

7:57 – 60 -   When Stephen told what he saw, they became even more angry and forgot all the legal formalities

The result was a mob action, not a judicial sentence
Stephen was an example of godliness till the end

Acts 8:1 – what could have been a day of defeat, was a day of victory for the Lord’s Church

