                         The Eternal Purpose of God

1. As we think of the new covenant and Church established on Pentecost, open to the book of Ephesians 

 2. Here is Paul's essay on the church which belongs to Jesus Christ, His bride, making it the most precious institution on earth today

3. The word "church' occurs nine times in Ephesians (1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:23, 24, 25,27, 29,32)

4. The Church referred to as the body occurs  nine times (1:23; 2:16; 3:6; 4:4, 12, 16 (twice); 5:23, 30)

5. Paul wants his readers to know that: 


a. Christ loves the Church - 5:25


b. He will present her to Himself as pure - 5:27
           c. God's complete wisdom will be made manifest by the Church, 3:10
           d. God is to be glorified in the church by Christ, 3:21

           e. There is one body or church, 4:4

            f. Christ is the head of the church, 1:22; 5:23
            g. The church is the fullness of Christ, 1:22, 23



1. How can the One who “fills everything in every way” need to be filled himself? 



2. How can the church provide “fullness” to Jesus? 



3. The answer - God works through the church to complete His plan 



4. The Father has chosen for the Son to function as a head that is dependent on its body



5.  We are the hands and feet of the body of Christ



6.  He chooses to be incomplete without us; we complete his fullness           
           h. Christ is the saviour of the body, the church, 5:23

           i. Christ gave himself for it, 5:25

           j. It is to be holy and without blemish, 5:27 (Need to understand that holiness demands commitment and involvement)

           k. The church is the beloved bride of Christ, 5:31, 32

