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The Day of Pentecost

Don’t you love birthdays!!

The answers may differ!!

Acts chapter 1 is about the birthday of the Church of our Lord at Jerusalem

The day begins with the Apostles being baptized with the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:1 - 4 

In the Jewish calendar, Pentecost was the second of the three major feasts

It came fifty days after the Sabbath of Passover week – Leviticus 23:15, 16

More important than the day in the Jewish calendar was what Pentecost came to represent, the birthday of the Church

The introduction of the New Covenant of God with man through Jesus

This particular Pentecost inaugurated the Church Age

The events are recorded with a good bit of detail

There was an impressive audience as the Holy Spirit was poured out on the apostles – 2:5 – 11
The reaction to the event was mixed – 2:12, 13

This is Peter’s cue - 2:14 – 36

Begins by telling them what is happening – 2:14 – 21

With typical boldness, Peter addressed the crowd – 2:14 - 21

The prophecy foretold the giving of the Spirit to all believers

Phrases such as “on all people,” “sons and daughters,” and “both men and women,” vividly make the point

The wide extent of the reception of the Spirit was the opposite of the restricted ministry of the Spirit in the Old Testament

Remember the wish of Moses – Numbers 11:29

After giving adequate attention to why the miracle of the languages had occurred, Peter moved to the central theme of his message—the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ – 2:22 – 28

Interesting that while Peter placed blame for the crucifixion of Jesus on his audience, but argued that God counteracted the deed with the raising of Jesus from death

This often repeated in sermons in Acts (3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39-40; 13:28-30
There is a distinction between human decision and the purposes of God that Peter outlines

Then comes the point of it all – 2:29 – 36

David’s words, Peter contended, are a reference to the Messiah, the “Holy One” of God

David’s own death and burial were a matter of public record
Peter noted that David’s words pointed to “one of his descendants” 
David had spoken as a prophet inspired by God of the promise to place one of his descendants on the throne of Israel after himself

Scripture and eyewitness testimony were the foundation of Peter’s proclamation 
The Old Testament prophecies described what the Messiah would accomplish

The apostles saw with their own eyes how Jesus fulfilled these expectations in his resurrection

While Peter’s audience was perhaps not present to witness the resurrection of Jesus, they had the privilege of seeing its results 
“The promised Holy Spirit” had been given to Jesus and he had “poured out” the visible effects of the Spirit’s presence
On this basis Peter proclaimed Jesus as “both Lord and Christ” 
The reaction is quick and positive – 2:37 – 40

They were “cut to the heart” 
Their question sought relief from the jolt of recognizing how wrong they had been about Jesus

Naturally, they wondered what they could do to rectify this wrong and remove their guilt
Peter’s response presents the very core of the Gospel
Two imperatives are given, “repent and be baptized”
Repentance incorporates a change of heart about unrighteousness and a desire to obey God…must be demonstrated
The second imperative is baptism

Peter’s response makes both of these actions equally necessary

This baptism would be different from other baptisms, like that of John, it would be “in the name of Jesus Christ” 
This repentance and baptism would bring forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit
Some want to lessen the force of the phrase “for the forgiveness of sins” taking the position that for means “because of” rather than “in order to” 
The suggestion is that what Peter meant was to be baptized “because of the forgiveness of sins”

Suggesting that forgiveness had already been given before baptism was administered
This is the same phrase used by Jesus in Matthew 26:28

Here Jesus says His blood is poured out “for” the forgiveness of sins
Would one argue that the phrase “because of” here means that Jesus’ blood was poured out because sins had already been forgiven?

It seems clear that what Peter says about the forgiveness of sins follows from both imperatives, repent and be baptized   

This does not rob the plan of redemption of its basis in the grace of God

Personal obedience to God’s commands does not imply works of merit

Along with the forgiveness of sins, the obedient sinner receives the indwelling Spirit

The chapter ends with information about the joy of being a part of this first Church – 2:41 – 47

Beginning with 3000 conversions, the apostles founded a permanent fellowship of believers in Jerusalem
It was a continuing fellowship 

“The apostles’ teaching” provided the foundation of their faith 
As is evident in the New Testament, and historical writing of the time, their teaching was always Christ-centered, and relevant to daily life

