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The Cost of Being a Disciple

Having told a parable about three whose other commitments kept them from enjoying the great banquet – Luke 14:16 – 24

Jesus continues to talk about the high cost of discipleship - Luke 14:25 – 35 

The cost is, in a word, everything 

Those considering becoming followers of Jesus should think long and hard about the cost

And also about the challenges to holding fast to that commitment  

Jesus’ disciples have already made the commitment

However, there are large crowds following Jesus, are they ready to make the commitment?

Therefore, Jesus outlines the cost – Luke 14:25, 26 

The term “hate” reflects a Hebrew idiom which means “love less” as in Matthew 10:37   

The bottom line - The kingdom must come before even family

Sadly, Christian service does sometimes divide families – Luke 12:53

Hate his own life perhaps means he must be ready to die for his faith but certainly means to put godly living first – Luke 9:23 – 26

To “carry the cross” perhaps conveys a willingness to face martyrdom but also to daily endure personal sacrifice 
NOTE: One may sacrifice daily but not die daily.

Luke 14:28-30 - These two parables illustrate the need to commit to discipleship only after carefully considering Jesus’ demands 
In the first-century world an individual would build a tower for protection for a vineyard or a house 
It would serve as a lookout tower to detect thieves or approaching enemies 
Failure to build it would bring ridicule from those who saw it

Luke 14:31-33 carries a similar idea
Luke 14:34-35 points to the fact that there can be no half-hearted disciples

Salt that is not salty, is worthless

It would ruin the soil and even the manure pile

A disciple who will not deny self will never have any positive influence 
 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” – It is up to the hearer to hear and understand
The believing hearer will make the sacrifice because he knows the rewards

(Next time – Knowing the Enemy)

