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The Bible - 1
1 Peter 1:17 – 25

· THIS BOOK contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.
· READ IT TO BE WISE, believe it to be safe, and practise it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter.  Here Paradise is restored, Heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. 
· CHRIST IS ITS GRAND SUBJECT, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. 
· READ IT SLOWLY, frequently, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.  It is given you in life, will be opened at the judgment, and be remembered for ever.  It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labour, and condemns all who trifle with its sacred contents.  - Priscilla Howe 
· Where did the Bible come from? 
· How do we know it came from God? 
· Is the Bible that we have today the same as it was in the days in which it was written or has it changed significantly over the years? How would we know? 




Since the Bible is made up of 66 books, can I be sure it contains the ones it should?
Is the Bible full of contradictions as some claim? Is the Bible meant to be understood by “ordinary” people?

· Is there a story line that goes through the Bible or are the things we read in this book simply a hodgepodge of ancient unrelated tales? Is this book we call the Bible really all that we need to be right with God?
· And just what is it that God wants us to do with the information that is contained in this book, the Bible? 
· "All the good from the Saviour of the World is communicated through this Book . . . All the things desirable to man are contained in it." Abraham Lincoln  
· "No one really knows how many copies of the Bible have been printed, sold, or distributed. A recent survey, for the years up to 1992, put the number at 6,000,000,000 in more than 2,000 languages and dialects. Whatever the precise figure, the Bible is by far the bestselling book of all time”
The Top 10 of Everything, 1997 - Russell Ash  

· The Bible claims to be God’s book

· "Thus says the Lord"...418
· "God said"...46    "God says"...8
· "The Lord said"...232  “says…6
· "The Lord spoke"...133
· "The Lord speaks" ...5
·  "God spoke"...12
·  "The word of the Lord came to"…102    (total – 962) 
· 1 Corinthians 14:37 
·  1 Thessalonians 2:13
· 2 Peter 1:21 
· 1 John 4:6   

· These claims do not prove the Bible to be God’s word…however, shows conviction of the writers
· Indestructible over many centuries 

· Isaiah 40:8 
· Isaiah 55:11  
· Matthew 24:35  
· 1 Peter 1:24-25    
· There have been constant attacks against the Bible throughout history
·  Antiochus Epiphanes (215 – 164 B.C.) sought to destroy the Jewish laws and customs. 
· Emperor Diocletian (284-305 A.D.) decreed death for any person who owned a copy of the Scriptures, boasting, "I have completely exterminated the Christian writings from the face of the earth." But when Constantine came to the throne and desired a copy of the Scriptures, within 24 hours fifty  copies of God's word were offered to the Emperor. 
· [French Author, philosopher, and atheist] Voltaire boldly declared that within 100 years the Bible would be no more. But the very press upon which he printed his blasphemous material would be used later to print Bibles. 

· Robert Ingersoll famous American atheist of the 17th and 18th centuries made the same outrageous claim: "In 15 years I will have this book [the Bible] in the morgue." Within 15 years Ingersol was in the morgue but the word of God lives on. 

· Even religious organizations fought against the Bible in the hands of the common man

· The council of Tarrogona, in Spain, in 1234, ordered the people to bring in their Bibles so they could be burned. 

· The Jesuits claimed to have burned sixty thousand Bible in a single year (1637) in Bohemia
· In spite of all the efforts to rid the world of the Bible, copies of it exist in greater numbers than ever before in the history of the world
. 
· The Bible’s indestructibility is expressed in the following by an unknown poet: 

Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door,
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor
Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.
How many anvils have you had," said I,
"To wear and batter all these hammers so?" 
"Just one," said he, and then, with twinkling eye,
"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."
And so, thought I, the anvil of God's Word,
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed--the hammers gone. 
· Claims within the Scripture declare again and again the extreme value of the Bible.
· Psalm 119:89, 105, 140, 160
· Psalm 19:7 – 10
· John 17:17
· You may be a person new to the claims of Christianity, still trying to figure out why so many people could be interested in a book that is nearly 2000 years old in its newest parts… 
· A new Christian who has placed your faith in Christ but needs to understand better the concepts upon which your faith rests… 
· You may be a seasoned Christian who needs a good, faith building review… 

