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1. Rescued and Brought
2. Sin, a Figment of the Imagination? 
3. Making Fun of Sin
A. Colossians 1:3 – 14
B. The Christian is a “new creation” —  2 Corinthians 5:17    


1. Jesus said one must be born again –   John 3:3 – 5 


2. Not just a matter of going through some “ceremony” – Romans 6:1 - 4   

C. It is a wonderful blessing to be forgiven  - Ephesians 1:7 
Sin, a Figment of the Imagination? 
Colossians 1:3 – 14 - Rescued and Brought

I. Some do not see a need to forgiveness as they deny the idea of sin

1. Some say that sin is nothing but an invention of the church to give a reason to exist 

2. Some say that what some call sin is nothing man living by his nature

3. The Bible says sin IS real – 1 John 3:4


a. Sin is the opposite of righteousness – the obedience to commands given to us by God  


 b. There were two major approaches to the definition of sin in John’s day: Lawlessness  (“no law”) was one form (this concept would be clear to the Jewish population)  


c. The other meaning of sin was the Greek concept of sin, “missing the mark,” 


d. John uses the word hamartia here when he says “sin is lawlessness” – one who does not obey the law of God

4.  Paul also speaks of this idea of sin in Romans 7:7 – 12   


a. It was through the law that Paul learned about sin    


b . The beginning of verse 7 is a general truth


c. From this he goes to the specific example of covet, the last of the 10 commandments     


d. There are other statements of warning – Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:16; 1 Peter 2:11   


e. Why does Paul choose this particular example? For one thing, it is the root of all sin – James 1:14, 15   


f. Thus the law should make us conscious of what sin is and conscious of being a sinner  


g. ALSO, note that this sin begins in the heart...


h. Sin does not have to be acted on outwardly to be sin      

5.  Other passages also emphasizes that sin exists – Galatians 5:19 – 21


a. Notice that the list of fifteen can be divided into four natural groups:



1. Personal immorality (#1-3)



2. Attempts to control the supernatural (#4-5)



3. Selfishness (#6-13)



4. Drunken carousing (#14-15)


b. Paul warns of the times to come – 2 Timothy 3:1 – 5     

6.  The Bible affirms that sin is a universal problem


a. Ecclesiastes 7:20         


b . 1 John 1:8 – 10

Making Fun of Sin

a.  Proverbs 14:8, 9  


b. Proverbs 10:23    


c. Such a view of sin brings sad days and ruin  - (consider the Roman Empire)    

III. Some do not fear or fight against sin because they love it...     


a. The Bible point out that these people are a danger to the world – 2 Peter 2:1 – 22     


b. Consider also – Psalm 52:1 – 4           


c. Paul warned of those who find pleasure in sinful living – 2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 

d. Much of mankind are lovers of pleasure and not of God – 2 Timothy 3:4                       

IV. Many simply want to diminish the importance and danger of sin    


a. By calling it something else  


b. By considering it as unimportant – 1 Kings 16:29 – 33   


c. We diminish sin by trying to rationalize it – “He just couldn’t help it,” or “I had no other choice”

V. Some want to put off considering it until later              



a. Like  Felix – Acts 24:25              


b. Similar to the behaviour of some in Athens – Acts 17:32                                                        

REMEMBER:  a. The longer one refuses to come to grips with sin, the more powerful the dilution of sin 


b. The harder it will be to stop


c. The closer judgment comes

