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Renewal Through Change
The improvement of human society demands a change in heart

In Jeremiah 31:31 – 34, God announces a new covenant – written on the hearts of mankind

This mountain-peak OT passage stands in a real sense as the climax of Jeremiah's teaching and looks ahead to better days

The old covenant spoke of a great physical deliverance from Egypt through the blood of lambs and the power of God

The new covenant proclaims a great spiritual deliverance from sin and death through the effective blood of the Lamb of God and the power of God

The Jews in the Old Testament often renewed their covenant with God:

Moses called for renewal of commitment before his death – Deuteronomy

Joshua again before his death – Joshua 24:14ff

Samuel called for renewal – 1 Samuel 12

Hezekiah again – 2 Chronicles 29 – 31

Josiah also – 2 Chronicles 34 – 35

Resulted in various levels of renewal and success

The failure of these renewals to last is not reason to feel they were not of value

However, the New Covenant was not to be just a renewal of the old

This New Covenant is inward, written on the heart and not on stone – 2 Corinthians 3:5 - 14
Been suggested that the Old controlled conduct while the New changed character – (consider the statements of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount)
The New Covenant is the result of the work of Jesus – Matthew 26:27, 28; Mark 14:22 – 24; Luke 22:19, 20

All mankind can enjoy the relationship with God once only for Israel – Ephesians 3:1 – 6; Romans 11:12 – 32

Therefore, faith in Jesus brings one into this New Covenant - Hebrews 8:6 – 13; 10:14 – 18

Spiritually, one is born into the family of God, Jew and Gentile alike – John 3:1 – 21

The work of Jesus, in His three year ministry, was all directed toward the realization of Jeremiah’s prophecy
In His ministry, Jesus taught many great, life changing lessons – (often in parables but other times very direct)
Performed many miracles showing POWER, COMPASSION, LOVE
His ministry gave hope 

His greatest demonstration of love and demonstration of His desire for man’s salvation was death the cross

John 19:28 – 30: This section pictures Jesus in his last minutes of physical life

His statement, "It is finished!" proclaims victory

The work of redemption was accomplished…would be finally so when He rose from the dead

Sin was atoned for - Hebrews 9:12; 10:12

By Jesus death and resurrection, Satan was defeated and rendered powerless - Hebrews 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18-20; 1 John 3:8

The requirement of God's righteous law was satisfied through the work of Jesus and God’s wrath appeased – 1 John 2:2; 4:10

The prophecy of God's deliverance was fulfilled

Christ's work of redemption extends the grace of God to mankind – Ephesians 2:8, 9

QUESTIONS: 1. Is there anything required of man to enjoy the grace of God?
2. How can we know what is required?

