

Real Assurance
Blessed Assurance
The first half of Romans 5 is about justification by faith providing assurance of salvation
Romans 5:1 - 11 
The  theme is that those who have been justified by God have peace with God 
A sense of personal assurance is the privilege of every Christian
Unfortunately, many Christians do not have this sense of assurance, because they do not understand its proper basis 
The basis, stated in Romans 5:1 – 11 is that we are justified by our faith in the atoning blood of Jesus
1. Justification by Faith Is the Key to Assurance (5:1, 3) 
 “Therefore” ties these thoughts to the grace of Romans 3:21 – 4:25
The verb is past tense, indicating that justification is an event that has already occurred to the Church at Rome
This past act produces a continuing state of being 
 “By faith” indicates how one first becomes justified, and remains justified
The main point is the cause-and-effect relationship between justification and peace: 

+ because we have been justified, we have peace with God
The state of peace comes because of the end of hostilities between God and the sinner 
The unbeliever fights against God by sinning
God hates sin – Psalm 5:5, 6
God’s righteous love brought a process of reconciliation – Romans 5:10, 11
Because of this we are no longer God’s enemies but are His children
The key element in this process of reconciliation is the death of Jesus
This peace is a state of mind, the natural consequence of being at peace with God and knowing it
Knowing it is crucial for attaining personal peace 
The fact is that Christians truly are justified and truly are at peace with God
Yet, because of confusion concerning how faith, works and justification are related, many do not feel at peace
Because of false doctrine, some may feel at peace who really are not a peace with God

Consider how peace comes:
God’s love sent Jesus to die in our place to remove God’s hostility toward us 
When we accept God’s offer through obedient faith, reconciliation to God results – Acts 2:37, 38
God then gave His gift of righteousness to us, justifying us
This should be the beginning of our personal state of peace with God i.e. 
Because we understand the meaning of these events we have inner peace
Because we know we are in the right relationship with God we have assurance of salvation
While we may fear dying, we do not fear death 
 “Peace is a fact which results from justification, not something which the justified are merely exhorted to have, but may not have” –Moses Lard
Not because of some still voice or special feeling, but because we have followed the Lord’s commands
The work of Jesus is the cause of our salvation
 “By faith” is the means by which we personally receive the gift of grace made available through His work 
Paul describes “this grace” as a state that is entered and in which one stands 
The idea is that at a certain point of time we entered into the state of grace; we were introduced into it by Jesus Christ
This is a continuing, abiding existence within grace, rather than a sporadic, revolving-door 
It is not a “now you’re in, now you’re out” condition
We are standing on a firm foundation, rather than clinging by our fingertips to some weak and tattered cord
That firm foundation is the gospel message which saves – Romans 1:16 
Romans 5:2 concludes with the idea that we rejoice in the hope of glory – Colossians 1:27
The “hope of glory” points to our future heavenly inheritance
In the Bible the Christian’s hope is not an uncertain wish or an unfounded longing
Rather it is a confident expectation of our future possession of the full blessings of salvation

Tribulation Does Not Invalidate This Assurance (5:3 – 5) 
For the people in Paul’s day, the future glory might have been hidden by the persecution they experienced for this faith
In verse 2 he says we rejoice in our hope – this makes perfect sense
Now he says rejoice in the very things that seem to take away peace and hope!
In fact, he says that in an indirect way, such sufferings should increase our hope!
This does not mean that we should deliberately seek such suffering, like masochists 
Neither do I believe it suggests that God is purposefully bringing suffering

+ suffering produces endurance or patience when we hold on to the hand of God and trust Him to work it out 

+ endurance produces character – the quality of provedness
The idea is that sufferings are like a test which, when endured by the strength which God supplies, results in a quality of life and character that has been tempered and purified and demonstrated to be pleasing to God – Zechariah 13:9 
Zechariah 13:9 – “This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are my people,' and they will say, 'The LORD is our God'"

+ proven character produces hope 
This assumes that we as Christians are consciously aware that we have stood up under the trial of our sufferings, and that God has been with us and has not allowed us to be defeated by them
Assurance of salvation is ultimately based on the assurance that God really does love us and will not leave us on our own 
Regardless of strength of trials, we know for a fact that, God does love us

This is Clearly Seen in the Fact That Christ Died for Us While We Were Still Sinners – 5:6 – 8 
Paul explains that we can be sure that God loves us 
A key element is the distinction or contrast between what we were and what we are
The point: if, while we were God’s enemies, He loved us so much that He was willing for Jesus to die for us, how can we think that He loves us any less now that we are His children (friends)?
Because of what God did for us, we have passed from wrath to grace
Because of what that makes us, we look f0rward to passing from grace to glory 
In speaking of this transition one writer said: “…this verse “describes the miserable condition in which we were at the time when divine love was extended to us.” First, we were “powerless, weak, helpless, without strength.” Here this means not the finiteness of the creature, but the helplessness of the sinner. It refers to that state of “moral sickness” in which we were mired (Godet) 
We were totally helpless to do anything about it; we were unable to save ourselves
Paul can say that God has “poured out” His love into our hearts 
The message of the cross reminds us of just how much God loved us and still loves us
The worst suffering this world can inflict cannot silence the resounding voice crying out from the cross, “God loves you! God loves you!”

Our Hope Is Even More Secure Because We Are His Friends (5:9 – 11) 
Consider the Past:
Powerless – 6
Ungodly – 6
Sinners – 8
Enemies of God – 10
Present:
Justified – 1, 9
Peace with God – 1
Standing in grace – 2
Rejoicing in hope – 2, 11
Rejoicing in suffering – 3
God’s love in our hearts – 5
Holy Spirit within us – 5
Under Christ’s blood – 9
Reconciled to God – 10, 11
Future:
Glory of God – 2
Saved from wrath – 9
Fully saved by His life – 10
Conclusion
Paul has exalted Jesus Christ in this passage as the one who has made grace and assurance possible 
Ten times in Romans 5:1 – 11, the saving role of Jesus mentioned: “through our Lord Jesus Christ... through whom... Christ died... Christ died... by his blood... through him... through the death of his Son... through his life... through our Lord Jesus Christ... through whom”
He, and not ourselves—what He has done, not what we have done or are doing—is the source and basis for our assurance 
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