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Paul's Prayer for the Ephesians

A. We have been looking at the first 14 verses of Ephesians 1 and the blessed relationship the Church has with God/Jesus/Spirit


1. Today we want to look at the prayer of Paul for the Church there - Ephesians 1:15 - 23


2. Because God has blessed his people spiritually, giving them His Spirit, Paul is moved to write a prayer of thanksgiving and encouragement
 

a. Two reasons for his prayer: 




1. Has heard of their faith (He had spent 3 years in Ephesus but had been away for some time)





a. Common for Paul to be thankful for demonstrated faith – Philemon 4, 5; 1 Thessalonians 3:6




2. This letter should reach all of Asia Minor, and many Christians Paul has not met but is thankful for their faith



b. Faith and love are qualifying marks of a Christian – Colossians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:3    



c. Love of God and the brotherhood necessarily go together – can not be right with God and divided from the body – John 13:35          



d. Paul was faithful in remembering them and other brethren in daily prayer -  Romans 1:8; 1 Corinthians 1:4; Philippians 1:3; Colossians 1:3, etc)  



e. Paul lived the direction he gave – 1 Thessalonians 5:17            


3. The desire of his prayer was for God to bless them with the spirit of wisdom and revelation   - 17         


a. A Christian must have more than just raw enthusiasm        



b. MUST be grounded in truth and wisdom of God   (Clearly knowing who God really is, and developing an intimate, personal relationship with God)


c. God is able to focus our spiritual eyesight so we may:



1. KNOW the hope one can have in Him





a. The word for know used here typically refers to the kind of knowledge that is perceived in the mind, though it cannot be experienced with the senses of sight, hearing, or touch     

 



b. The specific things Paul has in mind cannot be tested or measured by the unbeliever - 2 Corinthians 5:7      
· This is the “hope” of our calling, the one hope that is shared by all Christians – Ephesians 4:4     

· Hope is not just the emotion, but is confidence in what is hoped for (not like maybe winning 649) Hebrews 11:1
· When we can more clearly see and trust in what is in store for faithful Christians, the easier will be the journey 



2. He wanted them to understand what God has IN His people    





a. He sees us as a beautiful bride – Ephesians 5:27     





b. We need to understand how highly God values the Church



3. Need to understand and trust in the unsurpassed power available to work in His people    





a. The words Paul uses speak  of this power:  





1. “Incomparably” meaning  “going far beyond; exceeding.” “





2. Great” recognizable in English as “truly large and great.” 





3. “Power” means great force and might, often even used to describe the power of Jesus’ miracles 

· This same word was well suited to name the explosive invention, dynamite

· This power is seen in the life of the saved,  when God raised us from spiritual death through faith in Christ
· Christians need to see that power continuing in works of service we do    

NOTE: The greatest demonstration of this dynamic power was the resurrection of Christ, destroying the spiritual power of 

* When Paul finally finishes this prayer at the end of chapter three, he refers again to this incredible divine power – 3:20, 21                
* God not only raised Jesus from the tomb, but raised him still higher to the throne. at His right hand      

* These events, the resurrection and exaltation of Christ, are the core of Christian faith and preaching – Acts 2:22 – 36; 17:31; Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:14              
* This is the very ground for the hope of the believer – 1 Corinthians 15:16 – 19; 1 Peter 1:3, 4 

* All authority, power and dominion has been given to Jesus – 1:21    
* God has “placed under” or “subjected” all things to Jesus – He is King of kings and Lord of lords        

* And appointed him to be head over everything for the church
* This figure of the head/body relationship of Christ and the church is found only in Ephesians Colossians
* The head of the Church not mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 and the description of the Church as a body     
* Even then it was known the importance of the head to the body         

* Paul is using a bold image here to describe the relationship of Christ and His church
* The Church has the privilege and responsibility of completing the work of Christ on earth in proclaiming AND LIVING His message of salvation

* He chose the Church to make Him known

