Obligated to God?

Colossians 1:3 – 14 - Rescued and Brought

I. Many today feel no obligation to God

A. Like the people of Jesus’ parable they see their own ability as sufficient – Luke 18:9 – 14   


1. Therefore the importance of God is lost to them – Romans 1:21  



a. Despite their knowledge, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him... 



b. These two responses—to glorify God and give Him thanks—are the most basic of all human obligations toward the Creator        

2. It is not because they do not know of God – Romans 1:18 – 20

3. Since sin is not a recognized concept by many today, the need for forgiveness has lost meaning 

B. The believer sees the true character of sin


1. Sin destroyed the relationship of God with man – Genesis 3:8 – 11   



a. Brings death – Romans 6:23    



b. Jesus came to bring forgiveness when one obeys (what Adam forgot to do) –                    Luke 24:46, 47 




1. Note the wonderful insight in this passage – gospel is for ALL 




2. The early church struggled with the notion that God always intended for the Gentiles to be included among the people of God (at least without becoming Jews) 




3. However, the words of James in Acts 15:14 - 18 (Amos 9:11, 12) justifies the inclusion of “all the Gentiles” 


c. This message began to be broadcast at Pentecost – Acts 2:37, 38


2. Turning to God brings one back to relationship with God – Psalm 51:9 - 12
God is a God of Love

Colossians 1:3 – 14 - Rescued and Brought

A. While our God is a God of love, He is not a push over – Romans 11:11 - 24

1. This passage refers to what may be called “the two sides of the Divine character”



a. “Kindness” is an attitude of goodwill and generosity toward others, a goodness of heart or “kindly disposition”



b. “Sternness” is an attitude of relentless commitment to justice, including retributive justice; a strict upholding of the requirements of the law; an “inflexible hardness and severity” in judging


c. The parallelism between v. 22b and v.23a is obvious when slightly reworded:


a. If you [believing Gentiles] do not continue in God’s kindness, you will be cut off the tree


b. If you [unbelieving Jews] do not continue in unbelief, you will be grafted back into the tree


c. This is a clear indication that God has not abandoned any who believe and obey 


2. There is no doubt that God desires to forgive – 2 Peter 3:9


a. There is great joy over finding the lost – Luke 15 – lost sheep, coin, boy



b. The price of redemption – Isaiah 53:5; John 3:16, 17; 1 John 4:9, 10; 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

III. - Rescued and Brought because the price paid brings the ultimate gift, forgiveness – Ephesians 2:4 – 9 
A. Forgiveness is clearly the central theme of the Bible


1. The need for it began in the garden


2. Plan of God developed through the law given through Moses


3. It was looked forward to in the prophets – Jeremiah 31:31 – 34

4. The work of Jesus to finish the plan:



a. Through promise given to Mary – Matthew 1:21


b. His coming and purpose was announced to the shepherds –  Luke 2:8 – 11



c. Carried on by Jesus in his work of preaching & ministry – Luke 4:16 – 21



d. Announced by Peter on Pentecost – Acts 2

5. The preaching of the gospel brought/brings joy to those who accept and obey – Acts 2:37 – 41, 46, 47; 8:4 – 8, 38, 39


a. Great rejoicing when one feels sins forgiven (There is no pillow so soft as a clear conscience) – 1 Peter 3:21, 22



b. Gives true believers confidence to endure –   Hebrews 10:19 – 39



c. Must come with the understanding of our need – Romans 7:24 – 8:4



d. (Name written in Meaford) Rejoicing of where our names are written – Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5


e. Living daily a life of devotion to God – 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 
Conclusion

A. The forgiveness of God is our greatest gift


a. S & H green stamp redemption centres


b. Greater indeed is the redemption centre of God’s love

"Redeemed, How I Love To Proclaim It!"                                                                                                                       words by Fanny Crosby, music by William Kirkpatrick

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy 
His child and forever I am.

Redeemed, and so happy in Jesus 
No language my rapture can tell 
I know that the light of His presence 
With me doth continually dwell.

I think of my blessed Redeemer 
I think of Him all the day long 
I sing, for I cannot be silent 
His love is the theme of my song.

I know there's a crown that is waiting 
In yonder bright mansion for me 
And soon, with the spirits made perfect 
At home with the Lord I shall be.

Chorus: 
Redeemed, redeemed 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb 
Redeemed, redeemed 
His child and forever I am.
