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Obey God or Men?

Following the sadness of Ananias and Sapphira the work goes on – 5:12 - 16

The Spirit’s work in the apostles resulted in miracles which brought two results

Fear of the leaders of the Jews caused some not to join the group of believers 
However, “more and more men and women” became believers and “were added to the number”
It took courage to join with the apostles

The miracles, a sign of the presence of God in their work, caused many to come for the healings – 5:15, 16

 Some believed that the shadow of Peter had healing properties – text does not say whether healings really happened or not

The text suggests that only those who were completely committed to the Lord were courageous enough to enter the fellowship – while others took advantage of the healings

As one might expect, the apostles were arrested…but it did not go as planned – 5:17 – 26  

Again the anger of the high priest and Sadducees is stirred against the apostles

The believers were filled with the Spirit, the Jewish leaders with jealousy

 Caiaphas, the high priest, and Annas, his father-in-law, determined to stop the apostles
This time they put all the apostles in the public jail as a statement of their belief that their teaching was dangerous and would deal with them the next day 

That did not work so well as an angel let them out of the jail that night

The attempts to “lock up the gospel” had failed again

As the Sanhedrin gathered for the day’s session with the intention of questioning of the apostles…they were not in the jail

Those sent to bring them found the jail doors locked and the guards still in place

While they are scratching their collective heads, word comes that the apostles are in the temple courts teaching

The captain of the temple guard took charge and went to “fetch” them…BUT without force

Before the Sanhedrin again - (5:27 - 32)

This second time before the Sanhedrin, there would some defense to make

The high priest reminded the apostles that they had been warned previously

Now says they have “filled Jerusalem” with their teaching and, more specifically, why did their teaching seek to make the temple authorities guilty of Jesus’ death?

The apostles respond that their obligation is to God

Then the theme continues that Jesus was the Messiah and that He had been put to death by the Jewish leaders

Then the fact that He not only was raised from death, and now sits at God’s “own right hand,” a position of prestige and authority

He is both “Prince” and “Saviour” 
The real kicker is…”that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel” – 5:31b

Again the Sanhedrin is reminded that the apostles were eyewitnesses of these events, and that the Holy Spirit also was a witness who should be considered

The Reaction: Deathly furious!! – 5:33

Thankfully, wiser heads prevailed – 5:34 - 40

Gamaliel’s argument won the day

 The Sanhedrin decided to release the apostles, after getting their licks in

Likely 40 less one – 2 Corinthians 11:24

With the beating came the re-warning not to preach in the name of Jesus

So what happened?

The witness continued – 5:41, 42

 God or Man? Who do you obey? 
