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OUR NEED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS

Romans 1:11 - 17

Romans 1:16, 17 sets forward the purpose for the writing of Romans
The gospel changed Paul from a persistent persecutor to a powerful preacher            

He was not ashamed to live it or to tell it           
He wanted to visit Roman  to “impart some spiritual gift to strengthen you”
While aware of political and military power, Paul wanted them to know the power that defeats sin and evil

In Romans Paul outlines the basic requirement for salvation
= reveals the righteousness of God. 
=reveals how God makes man righteous through Christ
=in truth, the good news centers in a person – Romans 1:2, 3 
=righteousness is wrapped up in the person and work of Jesus – 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21
Our Condition – sinner
The gospel confronts the sinner with his problem – sin – Romans 1:18
Man is ungodly, unrighteous, defiled, foolish, lustful, vile, shameful, debased, immoral, wicked, malicious, deceived, evil-minded, a hater of God, violent, proud, a boaster, an inventor of evil things, disobedient, undiscerning, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful, and worthy of death – Romans 1:26 – 32
J. W. McGarvey said, “I would esteem above every other gift that could be bestowed upon me as a preacher the power to adequately conceive what sin is and to adequately set it before the people.” 
I believe every true gospel preacher would agree!

Sin is powerful and devastates those held in its grasp, HOWEVER… 
They do not realize it because sin deceives, condemns, destroys and mocks those in it’s grasp

Without the gospel mankind stands condemned, dominated by the 

by Satan and our fascination with sin    

What we deserve is the wrath of God
The English language, being a living language, changes

Sadly, one change is that sin has become an obsolete word
There are few old-fashioned sinners these days

Individuals may have a problem, make a mistake, be psychologically disadvantaged, suffer from a weakness – but seldom is on a sinner 
Many preach the “gospel of self-esteem”

Humanists (a system of thought that is based on the values, characteristics, and behaviour that are believed to be best in human beings, rather than on any supernatural authority) and some theologians have turned away from divine revelation to secular philosophy 
When sin is exposed for what it is many self-righteous charge that we are judgmental and unloving             

Even the religious world hates doctrinal absolutes  

Must remember that God defined sin and God will judge sin
Also, it is not unloving, but loving to call sin what God has called it and warn our brother of it - Leviticus 19:17
Every generation of youth must be told “we love you enough to

say that is wrong” not because we say it is, but because God has said it is
Adultery is wrong! 
Fornication is wrong! 
Lying is wrong! 
Stealing is wrong! 
Pride is wrong! 
Hatred is wrong!

The good news of the gospel in Romans is the answer to man`s problem in Ephesians 2:12  

All Mankind is Guilty
This is the conclusion Paul reached in Romans 3:9-23
The concept of none is used six times in these verses to describe

man’s unrighteousness 
The Only Hope, Righteousness Through Jesus Christ
More than sixty times the word righteousness in one form or

another is found in Romans    

 As the gift of his grace it is offered freely through faith 
Demonstrated in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the

cross
Five words are used in the New Testament to describe the

righteousness of God through faith in Christ 
Justification means the sinner who stood before God condemned is declared righteous – Romans 8:33 

 Redemption means the sinner who stood before God as a slave is

granted freedom – Romans 6:18 – 22

 Forgiveness means the sinner who stood before God as a debtor is forgiven and the debt is canceled – Ephesians 1:7

Reconciliation means the sinner who stood before God as an

enemy becomes His friend with the enmity destroyed – 2 Corinthians 5:18 – 20  

Adoption speaks of the sinner who stood before God as a stranger is now made a son – Ephesians 1:5

Conclusion
When we contemplate the sinfulness of man from which we have

been redeemed            

When we have experienced the saving grace of our loving God

We can exclaim with Paul – Romans 8:31 – 39 
