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Most Prized Possession 

· Jesus’ announcement of building His Church is followed by beginning of a struggle re His future...

· Matthew 16:21 – 28 

 From that time began Jesus to explain of His approaching death

· This was going to be a test of faith for the apostles
· Because of their concept of an earthly kingdom, they struggled with His death 
· He reveals that he must go to Jerusalem and there "suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised up." 

· While the apostles’ conception of the Messiah gave no place for the cross they must be prepared for it

Peter took him, and began to rebuke him   

· The prediction that Jesus had just given was so foreign to the impetuous Peter's conception of the Messiah that he could not accept the truth of it

· Never Lord was Peter’s response to such an idea

Jesus’ words to Peter would really sting –“Get behind me, Satan”  

· Don’t believe Jesus seeing Peter totally evil

· Rather, his zeal is misguided   

· In so doing he becomes a stumblingblock to Jesus

· Peter is seeing things from man’s view...not God’s  

 If anyone would come after me  

· The cost of discipleship is self-denial

· A disciple must do two things -  "deny himself" and "take up his cross"

· The ultimate expression of self-denial involves a willingness to emulate Jesus in the way of the cross

·  i.e. to embark upon a ministry of selfless devotion and service 

· Jesus’ words are obviously descriptive of a lifestyle driven by a radically non-modern worldview

· He was not talking about minor inconveniences or the common difficulties  of life  

· The disciples of Jesus do not take up the cross of Jesus, but they must take their own crosses 

· The metaphorical expression “to take up one’s cross” graphically recalls the actions of a condemned man who must bear his cross to the place of execution

· Discipleship is not a matter of convenience, but a way of life, that faithfully and humbly walks the same path of sacrificial devotion and service first walked by Jesus 
· Interestingly we have no comment from Peter as to what he thought of this doctrine! (He often spoke then thought)
Whosoever would save his life shall lose it 
· In the days Matthew wrote, these words had real meaning
· Because of the persecution being faced by the Church in the first century, denying Christian faith might save one’s physical life
· Jesus came, not to give physical life but spiritual – John 11:17 – 26.

· The obedient believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature – 2 Peter 1:3, 4

· The statement that these promises allow believers to “participate in the divine nature” has caused much discussion among interpreters

· Many believe that Peter is looking to the future resurrection of believers – 1 Corinthians 15:53; also 1 John 3:2  

·  However, the context here demands a more immediate meaning 
· The better understanding is that Christians are able to participate in the divine nature by GROWING IN HOLINESS 

· When he or she adds to faith goodness, knowledge, self-control, etc – 2 Peter 1:5ff  
· The “corruption in the world caused by its evil desires” is one of Peter’s primary concerns  in this letter
·  In chapter 2 he severely criticizes some who call themselves Christians but who do not live the Christian life 

· Peter continuously reminds his readers that knowing the truth about Jesus is their best defence against being destroyed by sin

· The rule of lust in ones life, hinders obedience to God, preventing a Christian walk  

One must learn the real value of the soul...  
· Charlemagne King of the Franks from 768 – 814 

· His empire grew through conquest of the Lombards in northern Italy, acquired Bavaria, and campaigned in Spain and Hungary  
· He was buried in an unusual way, seated on a marble chair and wrapped in his emperor's robes
· In his lap is a copy of the NT, and his finger is pointing to Matthew 16:26 
· Jesus speaks of the value of the soul...

  
 a. It is the most valuable possession one has

   
b. All wealth and power are not worth one's soul!

All wealth will perish at the coming of the Lord...soul lives on

· Jesus says we need to be concerned about what lasts – Matthew 10:28

· Story that Jesus told of rich man and Lazarus – Luke 16:19 – 33


a. Some say this is only a parable (only parable in which a name is used?)


b. Still must teach truth

· When Jesus was on the cross He promised the thief that they would be together in paradise – Luke 23:42, 43

· Paul also speaks of the two parts of man – 2 Corinthians 4:16 – 18 (Philippians 1:23, 24)

· Peter also speaks of the twofold nature of man – 2 Peter 1:13, 14 
THE SOUL OF MAN IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE:
· Man was created in God’s image – Genesis 1:26, 27

· Since God is spirit, this must mean spiritual image – John 4:24

· Because we are in spiritual image of God we have option of choosing what leads to  life/death; to make moral choices/immoral choices – Galatians 5:19 - 23
BECAUSE: The soul is the only part of ourselves over which we have control

· Physical body will grow old and die...regardless of what we do (exercise, good diet, plastic surgery....)
· With God’s help we can change attitudes and behaviours – Colossians 3:1 - 14
  BECAUSE: The soul lives on

· Message of Solomon – Ecclesiastes 12:1 – 7
· Need to consider the fact that we have control over our soul in view of judgment –Hebrews 9:27  

   BECAUSE: the price that was paid to redeem us
· The only thing valuable enough to pay the price was the blood of Jesus – 1 Peter 1:18, 19
· Man is valuable to God    

* Soul is too valuable to exchange for...anything
· Some exchange for earthly riches or fame – 1 Timothy 6:10
· Some for “joy” of sinful indulgences – Proverbs 5


a. Resulting in unwanted pregnancies, ruined families, illness
· Some for false doctrine because they are not checking for themselves 
              a. Hosea 4:6   
· Some because of fear

              a. Matthew 25:24 – 30

              b. 2 Peter 1:5 – 11      
WHAT IS YOUR SOUL WORTH TO YOU?

