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Message Received
In Acts 1 Jesus tells His apostles they will be His witnesses…

In Acts 2 this mission begins

In Acts 3, Peter and John go to the temple and meet a crippled man…crippled from birth and heals him

Peter points out that it is not by the power of himself and John, but by the authority of Jesus that this miracle was done

Provides opportunity for a sermon…similar to the one in Acts 2

Let’s look at how this message was received…

Acts 4:1 - 4

As Peter and John are teaching,  the priests, the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees get involved
The captain of the temple guard was the right hand man of the high priest

His basic duty was to keep order in the temple  
The Sadducees were a sect of the Jews and were influential

One of their main doctrines was that they did not believe in the resurrection of the dead

The Pharisees were the usual “vocal” opposition to Jesus 

Not a surprise that they would speak out since one of the main doctrines of Christians is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus

They had the power to have Peter and John arrested and kept in  prison over night

Like the Pharisees they wanted the preaching of Jesus as the Christ, stopped

Not everyone was defiant of the message – verse 4

Acts 4:5 - 7

The Sanhedrin would meet on the next day and consider Peter and John’s crime
The Sanhedrin was the Supreme Court of the Jews.  It consisted of 70 or 71 members.  It was also called the council, body of elders and the senate. 
The rulers were priests

The elders were respected men in judicial matters

The scribes were the lawyers of the law

The Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of the Jews, had the right of arrest

They could punish except in the case of the death penalty

Named cast of Characters: 
 Annas was the ex-high priest – still had a lot of power to sway opinions

Caiaphas, son-in-law of Annas, and current high priest
We have no definite information about John and Alexander – since they are mentioned they were important at the time though we do not know about them

Also, some male relatives of the high priest are there   
I understand the Sanhedrin sat in a semi-circle on a raised platform

Peter and John (and the healed man) were likely on ground level facing the middle of the semi-circle
This is the first recorded fulfillment of Matthew 10:17 – 19; Luke 21:12 - 15

Acts 4:8 - 12         
Peter demonstrates the fulfillment of this promise and he boldly speaks of Jesus, being led by the Holy Spirit
Peter defines what the high priest had called this thing – the healing of the crippled man 

When Peter answers their question they likely wished they have not asked (re-read and discuss verses 9 - 11)

Peter does not make some defense for himself and John

He simply proclaims the gospel of Christ to the Sanhedrin

Worth noting that he quotes Psalm 118:22 just as Jesus had done in Matthew 21:42 – 44

Psalm 118:22 points out that those who were the builders made a terrible mistake by rejecting the real corner stone

Back to Matthew 21 to see how the leaders understood this reference when quoted by Jesus – vv 45, 46

4:12    - Every person who is saved will be saved by the name of Jesus 
The response: 4:13 - 15        
The men of the Sanhedrin marveled for two reasons:

 1. Peter and John spoke so boldly.

2. Peter and John were uneducated men as far as the rabbinical schools were concerned, yet used the scriptures skillfully 
Their conclusion: Then they realized Peter and John had been with Jesus
Consider their dilemma:

*No doubt – the man they knew was crippled…now he walks, jumps and leaps

*Peter and John claimed it was in the name of Jesus

*They could find nothing, really, to condemn

They talk it over: 4:15 - 17

Here is the bottom line:
*Peter and John had broken no law 
*Healing the lame man appears to have made them popular 
Because of the response of the people, it would not be a good idea to punish them

But, they could not just let them go! 

Peter and John had referred to the miracle of the resurrected Christ
Interesting to note that neither now nor at any other time did the Sanhedrin seek to disprove the central point of the apostle's (the Christian) message - the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

Had they been able to prove it a lie they would have delighted in doing so

Still had to deal with the threat: 4:17 - 20
Had not been able to deal with the problem of Jesus by crucifying Him

Now determined to kill His cause with silence

Here the Sanhedrin forbade them to obey the great commission – Matthew 28:1 

8 – 20

Remember that a decree of the Sanhedrin was considered an overpowering thing to the Jews

Perhaps viewed as worse than contempt of court in the present day
Here, Peter and John faced a choice between obeying God or man

The first part of their response was an appeal to the conscience of the judges – “judge for yourselves”

The second part was their answer - obey God, not men

Peter says they “cannot” quit telling what they had seen and heard

NOTE: Jesus expects nothing less from His disciples today
Round one goes to the apostles – 4:21, 22

            
The Sanhedrin had been defeated, all they could do was threaten 

It is worth noting that the people did not glorify Peter and John, but they glorified God

Why was this miracle performed?

 This miracle confirmed the truth that Peter and John preached concerning Jesus of Nazareth and His resurrection from the dead - it was all about Jesus
Conclusion:

Peter and John, and the rest of the Church, had caught the vision and were ready to serve regardless of the cost – 4:23 – 31

Again and again, in the New Testament we see the disciples standing firm in obedience

Not only was there a spirit of courage in the Church, there was also a spirit of love – 4:32 – 37

