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Mercy Received but Not Given
1. Parables were used by Jesus as a powerful tool


a. Teaching spiritual messages by using “common” examples


b. Jesus used them to teach about the value of he kingdom (treasure hidden in a field/pearl of great price 13:44 – 46)


c. The fact that the gospel collects different levels of commitment (dragnet/sower)

2.  Our text has a parable that gives interesting insight into human nature

a. Matthew 18:21 – 35

NOTE: Important to set this parable in context. Matthew 18:12 – 14
· To illustrate the Father’s concern for every disciple Jesus tells a parable about  sheep getting lost

· The shepherd seeks out even one sheep – showing value

· Finding that sheep brings great rejoicing  
· Since it is God’s will that none of these little ones should be lost, the disciples should exhibit the same love and concern

· If the follower of Christ is to go to extreme effort to restore a brother or sister,  how should he or she react to a personal offence? 

· Jesus gives the answer in 18:15 – 20, beginning with personal contact

·  If the one-on-one effort proves fruitless, the disciple is to broaden the participants in the process to two or three witnesses
·  If small group fails, take the matter before the church 
· If this fails, dismiss the brother from the assembly  
· Jesus emphasizes this has God’s blessing when done properly
3. All this brings Peter’s question – 18:21

· NOTE: Perhaps sensing Jesus’ radical emphasis upon reconciliation and his call for patience, he asks the limits of forgiveness

· Peter’s suggestion of seven times is generous compared to teaching of many Rabbis
· Peter still thinking like the world and not like God

· Jesus insists that there are no limits to forgiveness 
· Rather than counting, believers should have a basic mindset that is ever open to forgiveness and reconciliation 
· NOTE: Parable opens with a king who decides to settle accounts with his servants 
· One “servant” owed the king ten thousand talents (millions in our money)
· The figure is intended to emphasize the human impossibility of ever repaying such a debt

· Consider the manner the debt would be paid – 18:25  
· In desperation he begs for patience, promising to pay it back (NOT LIKELY)

· WOW – the king takes pity and FORGIVES the debt

· No payments required!!!

· Imagine his JOY – his HAPPY DANCE

· BUT... this is not the end of the story

· He meets a fellow servant who owes him 100 denarii (a few dollars)

· Even though a hundred100 denarii would be equivalent to one hundred days’ wages, it was a paltry sum in comparison 
· THE FORGIVEN SERVANT WOULD BE HAPPY TO FORGIVE SUCH A SMALL AMOUNT...RIGHT?

· WRONG, he responds with brutality, demanding full payment 
· His fellow servant’s plea for mercy was met with cold and heartless demand for payment

· His action not unnoticed...others went to tell the master about his actions
· In the final scene the servant is once again before the king

·  This time the king addresses him as a wicked servant, calling him to account for the treatment of his fellow servant 
· It is clear that this time the king will have no mercy on the unforgiving servant 
· He must now face imprisonment and the “torturers” until he paid the debt
Powerful lesson to be learned for those who desire to be a person after God’s heart – 18:35

· Failure to forgive brings punishment

· Forgiveness of his fellow servant ought to have been a GIVEN

· An important lesson: Only those who will forgive can count on forgiveness
· Note James statement – James 2:12, 13

· NOTE: Believers MUST judge others as they wish to be judged- Matthew 7:1, 2

· The law of Christ gives freedom from sin but also sets one free from selfishness
· It frees the disciple to love unlovable
· That law of freedom is a law of mercy – we are saved by mercy because we cannot earn salvation

·  Christians are to give as good as they get
· What did we get – we got the perfect sacrifice – 1 Peter 1:3 – 5 
· It has been said that God’s people are both forgiven and forgiving..
It is a challenge...how can I become the person God wants


a. If you are a Christian, remember that you are forgiven


b. This was the failure of the unforgiving servant in the parable


c. Must understand we cannot save ourselves


d. We must accept the fact that God demands and will enable us to forgive  

e. Some really struggle with forgiving

If, by Amy Carmichael has a verse that says:        
               “If I say, 'Yes, I forgive, but I cannot forget,' as though

                the God, who twice a day washes all the sands on all shores of

                 all the world, could not wash such memories from my mind, then

                 I know nothing of Calvary love." (from If, Amy Carmichael)

       CONCLUSION:
1. God requires a response in kind – He shows mercy, we must show mercy – 18:35

2. Echoes teaching of Matthew 6:14, 15

3. It has been noted  “this is not a law that stands above the disciple and that they simply must obey. It is perceiving things from the perspective of the kingdom and, as a consequence, having internalized God’s will” (commentary on Matthew by Patte)
