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Men of God Needed
· Nearly 100 years, Father’s Day has been observed...
· Discussion of how the day should be observed:
· A. Play golf/fish/etc
· B. Be left alone to do whatever he wants 
· C. Family time with a meal etc.
· Families attend worship together and hear sermons about Dad
· Bible Dads are presented as example for following today
· Same old, same old
· Want to look at some scriptures that are of special importance to Dad
I. A Father’s Orders - Deuteronomy 6:4 – 9

To love God and worship and serve Him is mankind’s highest privilege
· Moses admonished parents to discuss God's Word in the home, among the children, and to allow the Word to guide their minds and hands
· The Jews took these commandments literally and wore portions of Scripture in little containers called phylacteries on their forehead and left arm 
· These verses offer the basic foundation for biblical parenting
· II. A Father’s Treasure 
· Psalm 127:3 – 5
· "Each child brings a blessing all his own
Not all married couples are able to have children -  But

+ all adults can value the children

+ pray for them 

+ be good examples to them

+ see that they are protected and cared for 

+ encourage them in their spiritual upbringing

 Remember what Jesus said about this in – Matthew 18:5, 6

[None more than Dad (and Mom)]

III. A Father’s Character - Proverbs 10:9

· An honest father, who lives with authenticity and integrity, will be honoured and celebrated
· This verse highlights the man who is the same man at home as he is at work
· Peace and confidence are his
IV. A Father’s Words - Proverbs 17:27
· Words have the power to encourage or discourage – particularly  those from a father to a child because his words carry nearly unlimited influence over their children...at least for a time
· Often come back to mind in future
V. A Father’s Discipline - Proverbs 23:13, 14
· Do fathers need to be reminded of the importance of discipline?
· Hopefully not unless they are overly permissive parents
· Godly men must discipline with wisdom and patience
VI. A Father’s Patience - Colossians 3:21
· Has any father not been irritated or exasperated at some time by the behaviour, words or attitude of his children?
· Bible warns about need to bring up in the Lord – Ephesians 6:4
May we men truly be the Men of God

 - to our children

 - to our wife

 - in our leadership in spiritual matters

 - in our example to those who know us in the community

May we, as fathers, be like God -  Lamentations 3:22 

A Father's Prayer

Dear God, my little boy of three

Has said his nightly prayer to Thee;

Before his eyes were closed in sleep,

He asked that Thou his soul would keep.

And I, still kneeling at his bed,

My hand upon his tousled head,

Do ask, with deep humility,

That thou, dear Lord, remember me.

Make me, kind Lord, a worthy Dad,

That I may lead this little lad

In pathways ever fair and bright,

That I may keep his steps aright.

O God, his trust must never be

Destroyed or even marred by me.

So, for the simple things he prayed

With childish voice so unafraid,

I, trembling, ask the same from Thee.

Dear Lord, kind Lord, remember me.

—Selected
Knight's Master Book of New Illustrations.
