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Learning From The Old Testament 

 Joshua Carries On For Moses
Give Us A King
I. What is the Divided Kingdom?


1. God made a call and promise to Abram (Abraham) – Genesis 12:1 – 3


2. The life of Abraham is filled with interesting events:



a. Dealing with Lot and Sodom and Gorom



b. Promise renewed – Genesis 15:1ff



c. Isaac the son of promise



d. Jacob got the “blessing” from his father



e. Finally, became the father of 12 sons which led to the 12 tribes of Israel



f. Through the events surrounding one son, Joseph, these tribes found themselves in Egypt as slaves



g. In time, Moses became the deliverer of Israel toward the land God had promised them, Canaan



h. Moses did not get to take the people in because of THEIR lack of faith – ended in their 40 years in the wilderness

Joshua Carries On For Moses



i. Joshua became the leader after Moses and led the people into the Canaan land – Joshua 1:1 – 9



j. Began with the defeat of Jericho – Joshua 6


k. Achan took some treasures from Jericho, which was not supposed to done


l. Israel defeated at battle – sent 3,000 – 36 killed – Achan and family put to death as a result


m. The covenant renewed – Joshua 8:30 – 35


n. Remained faithful until Joshua’s death – Judges 2:6 - 10


o. After they get settled into the land, they experience a long period of ups and downs much of it told in the book of Judges – Judges 2:6ff   



p. In time, Samuel came on the scene – I Samuel (He was the answer to prayer…his mother, Hannah, prayed for him and promised to give him to the Lord)


q. Sadly, in time Samuel’s sons did not follow in his steps and the people decided they needed a king – 1 Samuel 8:1 – 5
Give Us A King



r. Interesting that God granted their request, but gave a warning – 1 Samuel 8:6ff
2. The united kingdom was born with the appointment of the first King, Saul – 1 Samuel 9, 10, 11


a. Israel, as a united nation,  ruled by three Kings following the period of the Judges


b. Saul, David and Solomon – each ruled for 40 years and were both good and not so good as rulers

c. Following these years as a united people, the division came

d. After the division, the northern tribes, Israel, was never ruled by a good king
A.  The first king, Jeroboam, understood the need to do something to unit and stabilize the nation
        1, First step was to establish his own religion – 1 Kings 12:25 - 33 
      
a.  He feared defection if the people crossed into Judah so he created centers of worship in his own country
                        b. To gain acceptance, he made the religion some what like that given to God
                        c. To keep people around, he declared feast days to coincide with the feasts in Jerusalem
                        e. In this he led the people into idolatry
                        f. Because of this he and his descendants were removed – 1 Kings 15:25 – 30
            B. Baasha did not learn from the mistakes of Jeroboam 

1. Perhaps he thought it didn’t apply to him
                  2. As a result of his evil, the same future was his – 1 Kings 16:1 – 4
            C.   Zimri did not lasted only a week and continued to follow sinful ways – 1 Kings 16:18, 19 
            D.  Omri and his son,  Ahab, added to the problem by bringing in Baal worship – 1 Kings 16:31 - 33 (read)           

            E. One of the most interesting events in the Old Testament happened during Ahab’s reign- 1 Kings 18:16ff
            F. Ahaziah, a son, follows Ahab…no better             

            G. Next is Jehoram  who does a little better, stopping of  Baal and Asheroth, but he follows Jeroboam’s actions
II.        A bright spot…maybe
            A.  Elisha anoints Jehu  - 2 Kings 9:1 – 10    
            B. Jehu’s is commissioned to destroy the house of Ahab, just like Jeroboam and Baasha’s houses had been destroyed
                        1. Johoram, (Joram)  is wounded in battle with Hazael, so Jehu uses the opportunity – 2 Kings 9:14 - 26 
                        2.   He then killed Ahaziah, king of Judah, who was supporting Joram in his war – 2 Kings 9:27, 28    
                        3. He then goes after Jezebel. She taunts him by calling him Zimri, the short-lived killer of Baasha’s house. All it got her was a quick death – 2 Kings 9:30 – 37                         
                        4. Jehu has all descendants of Ahab killed as proof of loyalty – 2 Kings 10:10, 11              
                        5.   In fact, he has everyone loyal to Ahab’s house killed – 2 Kings 10:11 – 17       
            C. Jehu, in a clever scheme, removed all the Baal worshipers as well – 2 Kings 10:18 – 28            
III.       The Downfall of Jehu
            A.  With so much zeal for the Lord, it is surprising what we learn next – 2 Kings 10:29              
                        1. Remember, Jeroboam’s religion was an imitation of the true worship of God. Perhaps Jehu felt that it was close enough
                        2.  Jeroboam’s religion had been in place for a long time

3. Perhaps Jehu felt that if God tolerated it this long, a bit longer won’t matter
                        4.  Besides it retained its political advantage of keeping people in Israel
            B.        God’s judgment – 2 Kings 10:30 – 33                       

 1.  For his zeal, four kings of his lineage followed him. The fourth, Zechariah is killed in a political upheaval as God predicted – 2 Kings 15:8 – 10    
                   2.  However, even as Jehu reigned, Israel began losing territory bit by bit
IV.      Application – 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11, 12    
            A. Becoming a Christian involves a change in life – Ephesians 4:17 – 24              
                        1.   Cannot stay in sin – Romans 6:1 – 4  
                        2.  Cannot live like the world –   1 Peter 1:14  
                        3.  Must cease from sin – 1 Peter 4:1, 2          
            B.  Jehu was zealous for reform, but only to the extent that that pleased him
                        1.  Far too many people reform their lives, but only to the extent that they want
                        2.  They keep some of their past lives, finding comfort in familiar ways
                        3.  Christianity becomes a religion of convenience

4. As long as it pleases me and can be of some benefit I will stay        
            C.  Such semi-reformation will not get us to heaven


1. Such reformation does not show submission and commitment to God and His way        
