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Learning From Hypocrites
· In Matthew 21 – 25, Jesus assumes the role of  religious critic  
· Jesus, like the OT prophets, exposed and denounced Israel’s religious leaders as corrupt and barren of righteousness  (note Jeremiah 26:4 – 12; Ezekiel 9:1 – 10)
· In the 7 woes of Matthew 23, Jesus exposes the “root character traits” prevalent among the Jewish leaders 
· Ends the chapter by pronouncing doom on the city and its cherished temple corruption of Israel’s religious leadership

· The language and tone of chapter 23 have been a source of some concern and even seen as offensive to some
·  How can the same Jesus who said “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you (5:44)     
· How can He call His enemies “hypocrites,” “sons of hell,” “blind guides,” and a “brood of vipers” 
· Isn’t this language vindictive, harsh, and unbecoming of the Jesus
· If a man is characteristically irritable, ill-tempered and notoriously given to uncontrolled outbursts of anger
· His anger is neither effective nor impressive
· Nobody pays attention to the anger of a bad-tempered man 
· However, Jesus was not such a man, making His outburst here even more powerful  
· The Christian community must remember that the same hypocrisy, pride, externalism, and abuse of authority result in rejection
· Matthew 23  divides into three sections: 

(1) A description of the practices of Israel’s leaders and a warning to Jesus’ followers – vv. 1 - 12  

(2) A series of woes castigating the religious leaders – vv. 13 – 36   

 (3) A lament over the city of Jerusalem – vv. 37 – 39 

In Matthew 23 Jesus calls them Hypocrites – 7 times; Fools – 2; Blind guides – 5; Snakes - 1

· There are lessons to be learned from hypocrites...
· Jesus is addressing both the crowds and his disciples
· The teachers of the law possessed a certain authority because they sit in           Moses’ seat
· Necessary to do what they taught  because they have authority to teach and apply the Law 
· However, their example does not measure up since they do not practice what they preach
· They tie up of heavy loads - likely refers to the Law with the added legalistic demands of the traditions handed down by teachers
·  As the Church spread to the Gentiles, there were problems over the keeping of the law -  Acts 15:6 – 11
· Verse 5 - Jesus is critical of any form of piety that seeks human recognition for religious practice  
· The Pharisees liked to call attention to their acts of “religious service”  Matthew 6:1 – 19    
· Specific examples of seeking public recognition can be seen in the wearing of phylacteries and tassels on their garments


a. Phylacteries were black leather boxes containing scriptural passages from Exodus or Deuteronomy which were strapped either to the forehead or left arm 



b. Tassels referred to the fringes at the four corners of the outer garment



c. These were in literal obedience to Numbers 15:37 – 39   


d. Problem is,  the Pharisees made their phylacteries extra wide, and their tassels long, to “brag” of their spirituality  



e. Such displays did not accomplish this goal
· This desire for praise extended to seeking special recognition at public occasions – Matthew 23:6, 7


a. Placement in relation to the host or leaders made a statement of status – Luke 14:7 – 11
b. Loved to be greeted in public by titles and ceremonial formalities
c. Rabbi, father and teacher would be particularly gratifying
· In verses 8 – 10, Jesus forbids the use of all honorific titles among his followers 
· The Pharisees used these designations to accent their claim to superiority over others

· Jesus’ disciples are prohibited from using religious titles to avoid any notion of rank or superiority among his followers 

· Among His followers there should be no system, as that among the Jews, with the ‘great ones’ expounding the law authoritatively and the rank and file permanently occupying an inferior place”

· Since disciples are all brothers there is no hierarchy among Jesus’ followers
· Verses 11 & 12 stand in stark contrast to the Pharisaic quest for public adulation through position and rank

·  Jesus’ followers must pursue a life of humble service – Matthew 20:26, 27 

· Jesus highlights service as the avenue to greatness, and humility as the means of exaltation 
· The seeking of the praise of men is diametrically opposed to the spirit of Christianity     
