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Knowing The Enemy
Men Are Not Born Lost

1. Knowing the strength of the opposition is important in most sports


a. Teams send observers to watch the other team play


b. Study films to look for any weakness

2. In war, to study the strength of the opposition is key to success

3. Daily life is a war between God and Satan – Job 1:6, 7
4. The name of the enemy is Satan


a. In the Bible, names very often mean something

b. Satan – in Hebrew, the Adversary


c. He surely is the adversary of all who wish to honour and serve God


d. Thankfully, Jesus has defeated him, taking away the fear of death


e. Does not mean Satan has stopped his efforts

NOTE: Consider some of the names or characteristics of the enemy     

I. Prince of this world
John 12:31, 32 - 


1. It is the time for judgment on this world   


2. The coming death of Jesus is a crisis/judgment for the revealing the depth of human depravity


3. George Beasley-Murray: “In the murder of the Son of Man, sin is exposed in its most dreadful form”   


4. The prince of this world will be driven out because the crucifixion will not be a victory 

5. The resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit mean that mankind is no longer under the hold of Satan    


6. Satan himself has been judged and condemned – John 16:11

7. Jesus lifted up will draw all men to Him


8.  All men is not absolute, for we know in the Gospel of John itself that not all become believers              


9. However, to all who will, salvation is through the crucified and resurrected Christ
John 14:30, 31 –

 
1, Jesus’ demonstration to the world is a display of obedience motivated by love – Philippians 2:8                    

II. Ruler of the kingdom of the air 
Ephesians 2:1, 2 –

 
1. You who are in his church were dead, too, alienated from God


2. Sin, influenced by the Ruler of the kingdom of the air is the problem


3. Dead because of the sin “in which they lived”



a. It was not just an isolated failure here or there in their live



b. It was their whole way of life, a continuing lifestyle taking them away from God  



c. Their way of life, the ways of this world, is the way of death


d. This “world way” is contrasted with “age to come” – Ephesians 1:2



e. Christ’s exaltation to the throne is not temporary or partial



f. Satan, the god of this age, while powerful is a passing position – 2 Corinthians 4:4; John 12:31  



g. “This (present) age” is always viewed negatively in Scripture, because it sits in contrast to heaven



h. The apostle John agrees with Paul – 1 John 2:15 – 17   



i. Satan is the ruler over the attitude of disobedience and the people who submit to it


j. The major problem of sin is not some horrible, unthinkable atrocity 


k. It is simply living for self, following “in the desires of our flesh” 


l. Literally, “doing the desires of the flesh and the mind” 



m. Desires are strong cravings which demand to be satisfied 



n. The physical nature has numerous appetites, all of which lead to sin if not controlled by the will of God 



o. The mind that demands its own way in matters of anger, pride, resentment, revenge, etc., is working for the ruler of this kingdom 



p. Jesus insisted that whoever follows him must “deny himself” - Matthew 16:24
Men Are Not Born Lost
Last week we  noted the fact that man sins because of the influence of evil

We gave a couple of descriptions – Prince of This World & Ruler of the Kingdom of the Ai
NOTE: + Men are not born lost, already deserving hell 
 + Notice what Paul says in Ephesians 2:1 – 3   
+ Paul is showing that men all have participated in the rebellion against God  
+ It is not an accident of birth into the family of Adam that condemns men but what men themselves have done! 
+ Man’s own doing makes him a child of wrath
· You were dead through transgressions and sins (v. 1)

· You walked in them as a way of life (v. 2) 
· You followed the ways of this world (v. 2) 
· You followed the evil ruler (v. 2) 
· You shared the attitude (spirit) of disobedient men (v. 2) 
· We all lived by the passions of the flesh (v. 3)
III. Tempter

1 Thessalonians 3:5 


a. Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica to check on the strength of their faith


b. Knowing the power of the tempter, he was concerned about the young church


c. He is anxious in case, during his absence, the opposition around them would break down their faithfulness, making his work useless

 
d. The tempter works today, sometimes by making things hard and other times by making things easy to lead believers away from dedicated service and Christian living


e. The challenge is to live the godly life at all times – Philippians 2:12 – 16
IV. Deceiver

2 John 7 – 11

a. John is concerned about the coming of false teachers


b. We generally know what deceivers are – they are liars


c. Satan is the father of liars – John 8:44

Hebrews 3:13

a. This could say Satan’s deceitfulness, for his work is behind all sin

 
b. Part of the danger of sin is that we treat it so lightly that we do not take adequate precautions to prevent its effects 


c. As faith comes by hearing the message of God and obeying it, sin comes by hearing and not obeying - John 15:22-25


d. If one persists in an evil direction, eventually God may help him go farther down that path - 2 Thessalonians 2:10b - 12

2 Peter 2:1 – 3

a. False teachers are around and their teachings are absolutely destructive to Christian living 


b. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them  


1. This may be done by saying Jesus is a myth



2. They also effectively do it by not obeying the teaching of Jesus and His inspired writer of the NT


c. Peter warns of how they work - “secretly.” their teachings are “destructive” may go so far as to “deny the sovereign Lord” - in teaching and/or in practice

d. Unfortunately, false teachers usually gain a following

 
e. Because they offer something that is attractive and/or appeals to our desires

f. Sadly, their sins will harm not only themselves but also “the way of truth”
NOTE: Interesting that men want what they want, even when it is not good for them:


1. People of Israel wanted a king – 1 Samuel 8


2. Samuel goes to God about it and God tells him – 1 Samuel 8:10 – 18


3. They were deceived by their own thinking – 1 Samuel 8:19, 20


g. The challenge is to not be deceived by words and ideas of men, being deceived and destroyed – Ephesians 4:22 - 24

V. The Evil One
1 John 5:19   
John 17:15 
In His prayer, Jesus prays for the protection of His disciples from the evil one

 What good does it do to be clean if you cannot stay clean?
 Likewise, what good does it do to be made holy if you cannot remain holy?
VI. Liar/Father of Lies

John 8:42 – 45
In fact, Jesus is calling the devil the “father” of his hearers because they reject His message of truth 
That is a work the devil has never stopped

They are accepting the devil as their moral and spiritual father, not God
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire
They would do this with the death of Jesus on the cross

He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies
VII. Roaring Lion

 1 Peter 5:8, 9 

The key here is verse 9 for the disciple who wants to be faithful
James 4:7

Submit and resist is the answer

The promise of God is true - Romans 16:20

