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Joseph, a Worthy Example  
1. Hebrews 11:17 – 22 gives a quick and insightful review of the lives of the early patriarchs - in the Hebrew Scriptures, especially the book of Genesis, an ancestor or religious leader of the Hebrew people, e.g. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob or Joseph

a. Each of these individuals played an important role in bringing to completion the plan of God for mankind’s redemption


b. Joseph stands out because there are no words spoken against him (except his family complaining about his dreams and their interpretation) 


c. “Joseph stands out among the patriarchs in some respects with preeminence. His nobility of character, his purity of heart and life, his magnanimity as a ruler and brother Patriarch make him, more than any other of the Old Testament characters, an illustration of that type of man which Christ was to give to the world in perfection. Joseph is not in the list of persons distinctly referred to in Scripture as types of Christ—the only perfectly safe criterion—but none more fully illustrates the life and work of the Saviour. He wrought salvation for those who betrayed and rejected him, he went down into humiliation as the way to his exaltation, he forgave those who, at least in spirit, put him to death, and to him as to the Saviour, all must come for relief, or perish.” — International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia
2. Today we consider the life of Joseph and learn lessons that can help us in our efforts to be godly servants

I. Joseph, a “Bible character”

1. Genesis 37:1 – 50:26 sometimes called “The Joseph Narrative” 


a. While Joseph is the most dominant and important character, the narrative as a whole is about the sons of Jacob as a group

b. Surprisingly, it is Judah who is promised the role of leadership in the nation –                     Genesis 49:10         

c. On the surface the story of Joseph is about his being Jacob's favourite, resented by his brothers


d. The resentment of his brothers results in his becoming an imprisoned Hebrew slave in Egypt

1. Started life as the 11th son of Jacob

I. Joseph, loved by his father but was not SO LOVED by his brothers
      1. Finding fault while working with his brothers = Dan and Naphtali (Bilhah) - Gad and Asher (Zilpah) = did not help – Genesis 37:2  


a. He reported this problem to his father
      2. Being the favourite of his father and receiving a special coat did not help –                 Genesis 37:3, 4   

a. Hard for children to deal with favouritism shown to brother or sister


b. Hatred is a terrible sin because it generates other sins - Proverbs 10:12
      3. Does not help that he was a dreamer – (God guided dreams) - but failed to keep them to himself – Genesis 37:5 – 11 


a. Being younger...Dad’s favourite...interpretation of his dreams... 


b. They were “ripe” for envy


c. The author of a 14th century preacher's manual wrote that envy was "the most precious daughter of the devil because it follows his footsteps by hindering good and promoting evil"

d. Could be added that Envy has a sister named Malice, and the two usually work together – Titus 3:3

e. Envy causes inward pain when others succeed, and malice brings inward satisfaction when others fail
      4. Joseph’s brothers decide to act on their malice – Genesis 37:12 – 20        

         a. Initially saved by Reuben who intended to free him – Genesis 37:21 - 24      
         b. Felt good about their decision –     Genesis 37:25

         c. Finally spared death by Judah, with suggestion of selling him into slavery –         Genesis 37:26 – 28  

NOTE: This kind of treatment could rightly be expected to produce hopelessness and a bitter spirit                                                      

II. The rest of the story shows the real character of the man
    1. There is a danger when a child is given the favourite position in a family

a. Such spoiling can lead to inability to stand up when the pressure of troubles


b. Become a “blamer” who excuses his sinful activities

   2. The story continues in Genesis 39

a. God continues to bless Joseph as he finds a place in the home of Potiphar – (an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian)  


b.    He began to fulfill the promise of God to Abraham - his descendants would bring blessing to other nations – Genesis 12:1 – 3


c. Joseph is a good example of a believer who trusted God and made the best of his difficult circumstances 

HOWEVER, SIN IS NOT FAR AWAY...SIN THAT APPEALS TO A YOUNG  MAN   

      1. A handsome man, Potiphar's wife lusted for him and will not take NO lightly –       Genesis 39:6b, 7 

         a. Sights Potiphar and God as reasons for not giving in to sin – Genesis 39:8, 9 

         b. He would pay for his moral standards – Genesis 39:10 – 18 

    2. God does not forget him and he continues to be blessed, even in prison – Genesis 39:19, 20
        a. It wasn't long before the prison warden put him in charge of the other prisoners – Genesis 39:21 - 23     
      3. An interpreter of dreams, Joseph is forgotten then remembered – Genesis 40:1 – 41:36 

         a. He interprets the dreams of the butler and the baker, acknowledging God – Genesis 40:8 it wasn't long before the prison warden released him and put him in charge of the other prisoners
            1)  The dreams are fulfilled, but Joseph was forgotten – Genesis 40:20 – 23                       
        
b. When finally remembered, interprets the dreams of Pharaoh, giving God the glory – Genesis 41:16, 25, 32 

c. Gives good advice to Pharaoh for dealing with the coming problem – Genesis 41:33 – 36 

III. Joseph becomes next to Pharaoh in power at 30 years of age – Genesis 41:37 - 46
      1. The God given wisdom of Joseph is seen in his leadership
            a. Showing foresight during the years of plenty – Genesis 41:47 – 49   
            b. Showing wisdom in handling the food during the famine – Genesis 41:53 – 57   

   2.  Testing is not over yet
      1. Has to deal with his brothers and family – Genesis 42:1 – 45:15    
      2. Brings them to live in Goshen –                  Genesis 46:1 – 4   

      3. His real character is seen in his dealing with his brothers:

         a. When he first let them know who he was – Genesis 45:4 – 8    

         b. Reassured them after their father, Jacob, died – Genesis 50:15 – 21                                        

   3.  Joseph believed in the continuing unfolding of God’s plan
      1. That God would keep His promises made to His people - Genesis 50:24-25
CONCLUSION
1. The life story of Joseph speaks of character guided by God in his:

   a. Trust
   b. Devotion to honouring God whatever the surroundings  

   c. Committed to living by God’s law being dependable       
   d. Not being destroyed by hatred, betrayal or failures of others to remember 
   e. Forgiving nature
   f. Having faith to trust God for His blessing  
2. Such a character as his is good for: 

   a. Young people, facing temptation with no help from friend or family
   b. When entrusted with important responsibilities

   c. In preparing for death           
3. We are called to be a good example at every age of our life – 1 Timothy 4:12
