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I. JESUS' DEFENSE –
1. My Father and I are working. John 5:17, 18

a. Jesus responded in a way that precipitated the real conflict with the Jews 

b. His heavenly Father was at work to that moment, so He too, was working 

c. This statement seemed extreme to the Jews because it justified Jesus’ work on the Sabbath placeing Jesus on a par with God

#. The Sabbath was introduced in Genesis by God himself – Genesis 2:2  

#. No command for mankind’s observance of the Sabbath was given until the ten commandments were given – Exodus 20:8; Deuteronomy  5:12   


#. If Jesus is on a par with God, He would have the right to change the conditions of the Sabbath 

2. Jesus uses the illustration of a son following his father's trade - John 5:19, 20

a. Two claims that belong to the Father

1. Raising the dead. John 5:21 

2. Judgment - John 5:22 

2. Jesus then puts Himself into proper perspective - John 5:23 (There is no middle ground, must accept Him as equal with God)

NOTE: Jews believed that resurrection would come at the last day - John 11:24

a. Jesus says has come with him - John 5:25-27 (spiritual)

b. There is the coming resurrection. John 5:28, 29
c. He will be the judge - Acts 17:31
II. JESUS' WITNESSES

1. Not His own witness – John 5:31, 32    

2. John was a witness


a. The people believed John to be a prophet - Mark 11:32
b. John identified Jesus as the Christ - John 1:34

3. His works were also a witness – John 5:36

         a. No man can do these signs unless God be with him - John 3:2
   b. The Jews would not accept these signs rather claimed His works were of the devil - Matthew 12:24
4. His Father's voice – John 5:37, 38

a. Matthew 3:17 - at Jesus' baptism

5. The Scriptures themselves – John 5:39, 40
a. They study the scriptures to find eternal life

b. The scriptures testify of Jesus, yet they refused to believe

III. THEY REJECTED HIM

1. Why?

a. They do not have the love of God in their hearts - John 5:41, 42

b. They sought glory from men – John 5:44

c. They did not believe the scriptures - John 5:45 – 47

CONCLUSION

1. Sad when men will not respond because of desire to have praise of men - John 12:42, 43
2. Have you driven a wedge between yourself and the Messiah?

3. Need to respond in love to the Messiah!!

