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Jesus and the Samaritans
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 

John 4

1. John chapter 4 sees Jesus moving from Judea (South) back to Galilee (North) via of Samaria – 4:1 -6 
2. The Pharisees were not happy with John, perhaps because they saw him as an enemy to their work

3. Neither were they happy with the work of Jesus

4. Now they learned that Jesus was more successful in attracting people they would be even more against Him  .

5. The Lord was often in grave danger, yet He never showed fear but He often moved in a way to prevent a premature climax to His mission 

a. John 7:6 – 8

b. Matthew 26:18                                                                             

6. Galilee was as ripe a field as any so He would concentrate His energies there – take Him away from the hotbed of Judea and Jerusalem

7. Interestingly, the discussion of baptism may have brought the work of John and Jesus to focus for the Pharisees


a. John points out that Jesus Himself was not doing the baptisms


b. Maybe because later this might be a source of pride? (Corinthian problem of division over preachers)  


c. Importance of baptism in NT and early church was not “who” did the baptizing but “why” was one baptized

8. The direct route from Judea to Galilee was through  Samaria  

9. Samaria was inhabited by a mixed population which separated them from the Jews since the time of Ezra and Nehemiah

10.  When the Assyrians captured the northern kingdom in 721 B.C., they deported the more gifted and wealthier Israelites and imported foreign pagans and settled them in the old kingdom of Israel  

11. These foreigners brought with them their pagan gods and intermarried with the Israelites

 12.  “Samaritan,” came to mean a half-breed Israelite whose religion lacked features of a purer Judaism

13.  Around 400 B.C. the Samaritans built a large temple atop Mount Gerizim

14. This temple was later destroyed   

15. This bitter rivalry between Jews and Samaritans led to violent attacks on travellers   

a. This problem seen in Luke 9:51 – 56   
b. For this reason, Jews often did not travel through Samaria   

16. Jesus comes to Sychar -- the "Shechem" of the Old Testament, about thirty-four miles from Jerusalem


a. Here were Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim


b. Deuteronomy 27:4 records the commandment to build a stone altar on Mount Ebal for burnt offerings


c. Perhaps since Ebal was to stand for the curses (Deuteronomy 11:29; 27:12) the Samaritans used Gerizim for their altar 

17. Sychar is generally identified as the traditional site of Joseph's tomb – Joshua 24:32

18. Jacob’s well is here and Jesus, tired from the journey, sat down while the apostles went to buy food


a. John recorded more unmistakable marks of Jesus’ humanity than did the Synoptics: tiredness, thirst, sleep, groaning, weeping, hunger, etc.  

b. The well is described as having been dug .to a depth of more than a hundred. The shaft is seven and a half feet wide and is cut through a thick bed of soil and lower down through soft rock. The water is cold and refreshing

c. It is about the 6th hour of the day (noon)

d. This is the setting for a very meaningful “teaching opportunity” for Jesus      

19. In this chapter is a full account of Jesus discussion with a woman of Samaria – 4:7 - 9


a. This is unusual because He is a man


b. Also, because He is a Jew

20. A well or spring, like a town gate, was a site where people congregated 

a. Like the meeting places in the Old Testament of Abraham’s servant and Rebekah – Genesis 24:11, 15 – 17 - and of Jacob and Rachel – Genesis 29:2 – 12   

b. The Samaritan woman seems to have been alone 

c. Has been speculated that the public shame attached to her life-style caused her to come when the crowds were gone and she could do her work alone 

d. Each person brought her/his own container for drawing water drawing – but Jesus had nothing to drawn water with 

21. In saying, “Will you give me a drink?” Jesus took the initiative     

a. This approach to “a woman” was very unusual by a Jew      

b. Bruised and bleeding Pharisees carried it to an extreme - The Blind (or Bruised and Bleeding) Pharisee: This type of Pharisee was typified by the idea of him walking with his head down or turned away to avoid looking at, or bumping into women (who might be on their menstrual cycle) or other unclean folks. So, because they weren’t looking where they were going, they would end up bruised or bleeding from their avoidance of small things (cleanliness laws) – all the while forgetting the more important laws. Jesus refers to some Pharisees as ‘blind guides’, possibly referring to this type of Pharisee.

c. The Samaritan woman was naturally shocked when Jesus spoke to her 

d. Jesus’ disciples, who had gone into the town to buy food, would have been shocked along with her .

22. Her shocked reaction was, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” 

a. She recognized Jesus as a Jew, the only time in John’s gospel that He is called a Jew 

b. Interesting later that the Jews see Him as a Samaritan – 8:48    
23. The response of Jesus sets the stage for the important lessons He has to teach the woman – 4:10 - 15

a. Who He was is the key question


b. Having roots in Judaism, she knew of the promised Messiah


c. He was the embodiment of John 3:16 but she does not know that at this point


d. She thinks of living water in the ordinary sense: water that is running or springing as contrasted with cistern or still water – Genesis 26:19; Leviticus 14:5  

 
e. Jesus is using “living water” in the spiritual sense of life giving water – John 7:37 – 39    
24. To get water at this well, one needed a bucket and rope 

a. Jacob, had dug the well deep so it was no easy task to get the water   

b. If Jesus could provide living water without digging a well, he must be greater than Jacob —or be disillusioned at best, or a deceiver at worst              

c. Two problems for her:  

(1) Jesus’ type of living water did not come from an ordinary well, even a good one like Jacob’s    

(2) Jesus was far greater than the ancestor Jacob (Note that Jesus is also compared to Abraham – John 8:53       
d. In verses 13 (negative) & 14 (positive), Jesus continued to explain what He means by His living water  

e. Natural water only gives a temporary blessing – one will thirst again 

f. The water He gives makes a person a veritable spring 

g. Such water will give eternal life to the one who drinks it

h. The gift of God is Jesus Christ himself 

