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Jesus Prays For His Disciples – Then and Now
John 17:6 -26
We continue to look at the great prayer of Jesus in John 17
I. Jesus’ prayer for His disciples

a. Big emphasis on unity – John 17:11



1. Jesus knew his departure would tend to scatter the disciples - John 16:32

  2. While with them, Jesus had kept them safe - John 17:12
3. The importance of such unity is explained in John 17:20-26 
   4. Jesus knew that Satan would shift his efforts from Him to the disciples


a. With the apostles in the beginning to His Church to come 
      5. However, Jesus does not ask for their removal, but their protection

         a. Disciples need to be in the world that their presence might bless it - Matthew 5 – salt and light   

         b. Protection is promised -             1 Corinthians 10:13   
      1. One way to be protected is by knowledge of the message – John 17:20

2.  Jesus himself showed the value of knowing the word in His temptation – Matthew 4:4 -11   
II. How does the prayer of Jesus relate to us today?
1. Jesus wants the same things for us today…

a. Unity – John 17:20

b. Protection - 2 Thess.  3:3 (
3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one…

  c. That we live a sanctified life - 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 

CONCLUSION
Be assured that Jesus still prays for His disciples today Hebrews 7:25 (
25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  
His concerns, desires and blessings are still the same

The question is:  “Are we doing our part by learning, believing and obeying His Word...?

