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Imitate What Is Good

Text: 3 John 

Introduction

1. 3rd John, the shortest book in the New Testament is a very special, personal letter

2.  Four major characters play roles in the book: 


a. John, the beloved apostle and writer of the letter    


b. Gaius, a (dear) friend of John



1.   Friend (or beloved) is used four times in this letter (9 times in John’s writings)  


2. Who is Gaius? The name was as common as John’s in New Testament times



3. It would be guessing to identify Gaius as anyone other than a, likely, prominent leader in the church who received a personal letter from his friend John


c. Diotrephes – Gaius was a good example, Diotrephes a bad example of Christian or Church leader



1. Wonder what John wrote to him that made him “have noting to do with us”



2. Diotrephes exhibits the arrogance of a self-proclaimed leader



3. He may have been a teacher, an evangelist, or other leader in a local congregation



4. His main fault and not necessarily any false teaching, was that he loved the wrong person first – himself



5. Verse 10 shows how sin grows...


d. Demetrius – Who is this fellow?



1.     Could the Demetrius in Acts 19 have become a Christian by the time John wrote 3 John?


2. A unique individual possibly a leader in the Church



3. Threefold testimony about him : a. Well spoken by everyone — b. Even by the truth itself — c. We speak well of him
· Heart of our message today is the instruction to Gaius to “not imitate what is evil but what is good”
· This message and direction is certainly applicable to us today
I. Imitate Good: 

A. In verse 2, (read) John prayed that Gaius would prosper and be in health even as his soul “is getting along well


1. Physical prosperity without spiritual prosperity is no LASTING blessing


2. No profit if one gains the whole world but loses his soul – Mark 8:36

           3. Many examples of the lie physical wealth 


a. Lot in Genesis 13:8 - 13


a. The rich fool – Luke 12:16 – 21         


b. Unless the soul is right, physical riches will destroy – 1 Timothy 6:6 – 10
            4. How would it be for you and me if our physical prosperity were equal to our spiritual prosperity?


a. Undoubtedly, some would wind up in hospital or the funeral home very quickly


b. Some who are physically ill, would make miracle recoveries


c. Remember that our spiritual life will not prosper without food and exercise – 1 Peter  2:2; 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 5:13, 14


d. Some might think we are dead, and maybe we are, but we can awaken before it is too late – Ephesians 5:1 – 17 (Here Christians are encouraged imitate God)

B. Gaius sets a good example
1. He walks in truth - v. 3

a. He lived in a time when many did not believe – 1 John 1:1 – 4

b. Gaius was a great example to others – Vrs 5 – 8

c. Challenge was to continue and not be influenced to do evil – 1 John 3:7 – 10  

II. Evil has an appeal


1. If that were not true, people would not do evil

2. Question for you and me?



a. Which is seen in your/my life? Which do you/I imitate?

REMEMBER, our eternity hangs on the answer to that question

