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I Am the True Vine

John 15 continues Jesus’ preparing His disciples in the Upper Room 
Verses 1 – 17 are some of the most familiar in Scripture
Jesus’ analogy of the vine and branches is the last of His “I Am” statements     
This section is descriptive of continuing relationship between the believer and the Lord and the believers with each other              

Verses 18 – 25 speaks of the other side of this relationship and the world  (hated and persecuted)     

Jesus promises that his disciples will be met with an irrational hatred from the world as prophesied in the Old Testament  

Read the text in John 15:1 – 17.
Vineyards were important in the ancient world 
Noah as the first vineyard cultivator and winemaker, with unfortunate results – Genesis 9:20ff   
Many Christians today do not drink wine, and most have little understanding of a working vineyard               
If left untrimmed, a grapevine will use its available energy to grow long woody branches, extending its territory but not producing its potential                  

 Winemakers learned early on that grapevines could be tamed by vigilant pruning 
Proper pruning along with good conditions of both sufficient rain and plenty of sunshine, results in heavy grape clusters and abundant juice 
Major pruning was done in midwinter, when the vine would lose the least amount of its precious sap                
A tidy farmer not only snipped off these old branches, but also hauled them away and burned them 
I understand that effective vine dressing pruning through the growing season for best results  
I read that the best grapes are produced by vines, 12-40 years old, with deep, healthy root systems?
With these background thoughts consider:
1. Jesus is the vine who gives sap(life) to the branches as long as they remain attached to Him

2. The branches are the disciples of Jesus who bear fruit in their life by bearing fruit to His glory
3. The Gardener (God) prunes the branches to make them produce the greatest amount of fruit
With these basics in mind, let’s look at some specifics 

Jesus is not giving a lesson in farming…rather He is speaking of His and our place in the community of faith

Jesus is the TRUE vine!!

This is an adjective that means “genuine” or “pure”
 If Jesus is the “true vine” does this suggest there is a “false vine” or “counterfeit vine?”
2 Peter 2:1-3 - 

An important part of this analogy is the language of “cleansing” 
 John 15:1-4  

1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.

3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
First, Jesus describes the gardener’s task of cutting off unproductive branches – 2 - presumably false disciples
Second, in vs 2, Jesus describes the pruning of the fruit-bearing branches     
This is essential to best production - Hebrews 12:1-3 

Not something we can accomplish alone, but need to help and discipline of God to complete         

Jesus describes the relationship between his disciples and himself as one of “remaining”

In reference to the vineyard analogy it is clear that the branch must “remain” on the vine or die 

 The believer must remain attached to Jesus or face spiritual death      

This is a two-way relationship. Jesus promises, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”
Paul reflects on this idea in Romans 8:35 - 39
There are additional aspects to this “remaining in Christ” 
We are to bear fruit – 15:5 

May refer to the idea of bringing others to know Christ as Lord and Saviour         

Also seen in the personal development of a Spirit led life - Galatians 5:22-23 

I like the thoughts of William Barclay on the reason for and value of the vine/branch relationship

He says:

     (i) We are chosen for joy. However hard the Christian way is, it is, both in the travelling and in the goal, the way of joy. There is always a joy in doing the right thing. 

     (ii) We are chosen for love. We are sent out into the world to love one another. Sometimes we live as if we were sent into the world to compete with one another, or to dispute with one another, or even to quarrel with one another. But the Christian is to live in such a way that he shows what is meant by loving his fellow men. 

     (iii) Jesus called us to be his friends. He tells his men that he does not call them slaves any more; he calls them friends. 
     Jesus called us to be his friends and the friends of God. That is a tremendous offer. It means that no longer do we need to gaze longingly at God from afar off; we are not like slaves who have no right whatever to enter into the presence of the master; we are not like a crowd whose only glimpse of the king is in the passing on some state occasion. Jesus gave us this intimacy with God, so that he is no longer a distant stranger, but our close friend. 

Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT).
