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“I Am The Resurrection And The Life”
John 11:25, 26

Introduction:
1. Death is the coming experience of all mankind – Romans 5:12

2. Physical death is the enemy over which we have no power…death comes to all

3. In what really matters, Jesus is the resurrection

a. He was the giver of life in the beginning – John 1:3 – 5

b. He brought eternal life through His life on earth, His death and resurrection as He overcame death


c. One of the most important and central doctrines of Christianity concerns resurrection – I Corinthians 15
Text: John 11:25, 26
1. This conversation needs to be studied in context of the events of chapter 11
2. John 11:1 – 6 


a. A dear friend of Jesus has become seriously ill 

b. His sisters have notified Jesus of this but He does not go there directly


c. Jesus had enjoyed the hospitality of their home – Luke 10:39 – 42 


d. Perhaps would have expected Jesus to go their home quickly


e. Puts it off until after Lazarus has died


f. A larger purpose here…to see the power of God demonstrating who Jesus is – John 20:30, 31
3. John 11:7 – 16

a. Disciples see a problem because of the opposition Jesus faced


b. Jesus knows His work is not done there and the death of Lazarus plays an important part in His ministry


c. Jesus tells them there is still daylight and He has work to do


d. Then tells them that Lazarus is asleep, then makes it plain that he is dead


e. To have healed Lazarus would have been a great miracle

f. Raising him from the dead after four days in the tomb would be a ministry changer – John 11:53, 54


g. Thomas sees no good thing coming from the trip – John 11:16

REMINDS OF WORDS OF -Francis of Assisi in the 13th century:

... it is in giving that we receive
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
It is in dying that we are born
To Eternal Life

4. John 11:17 – 27


a. The situation is quickly established: 


1. Jesus arrives on the scene four days after the body of Lazarus has been put in a tomb 


2. Not a burial as we are accustomed to – a body is placed in a casket and buried under six feet of dirt in a cemetery 


3. Ancient tombs in this region were often small rooms or expanded caves 


4. Because of decomposition, burial was usually done quickly, sometimes on the day of death


5. Although the body is buried, the period of mourning is still in full swing   



6. Presence of other perhaps testifies to the status of the family of Lazarus among the Jewish society in and around Jerusalem

5. Powerful testimony of Martha – John 11:21, 22

a. She was a woman of faith


b. Says to Jesus that if He had been there her brother would not be dead


c. Meaning of “I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask,” is somewhat difficult to understand       


d. Seems unlikely in light of Martha’s reluctance to open the tomb (v.39) that she expected Jesus to raise him


e. Maybe just reconfirming her belief in Jesus, even if He did not get there in time to raise Lazarus
6. Jesus sets the stage for his important “I am” statement – John 11:23, 24

a. Lazarus will rise again


b. Martha sees the truth of that…on the resurrection day – just funeral words to bring comfort (Sadducees – No resurrection / Pharisees – believed in resurrection)

c. To a believer in afterlife, this truth should be comforting but sometimes hard to deal with loss, looking to some future day  

7. Jesus has more to offer than only a future resurrection because – John 11:25, 26   


a. This is the fifth great “I am” statement in John


b. Jesus is not a prophet awaiting the final resurrection, He is the living resurrection

c. Through Jesus’ own victory over death we have access to a future resurrection of our own – 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22   


d. The Scriptures teach the biblical doctrine of bodily resurrection. Although we will all die, after death we will receive new, resurrection body – 1 Corinthians 15:42 – 44   

e. Because Jesus is “the resurrection and the life”  

C.E. Warner put it many years ago in a little poem:

And Death’s not the end—’neath the cold black sod—
’Tis the Inn by the Road, on our way to God
8. Mary’s response – John 11:27


a. The response of Martha is precisely what Jesus is looking for – John 11:26    


b. Martha’s answer has two parts, each essential to full belief
 

1. First, one must believe that Jesus is the Christ/ Messiah




a. This means His ministry is part of the plan of God as promised by God’s prophets in the Old Testament



2.  Second, one must believe that Jesus is the Son of God  



a. More than an obedient human tool of God, He is God in human flesh – John 1:14  

c. Martha’s statement is the purpose for the writing of John – 20:30, 31
9. John 11:28 – 37   

a. Do not know why Mary was not with Martha when she met Jesus 


b. At this point, Martha makes a hasty departure to talk to Mary         

c. This hasty departure does not go unnoticed, and the Jews who follow her ensure that the following events are done with an audience present


d. The words of Mary to Jesus are the same as those of Martha - “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” 

e. Perhaps their discussion before had been, “If only Jesus were here, He could do something to save our brother       


f. Mary falls at his feet showing that she holds Jesus in high esteem and respect

g. Great lesson in verses 33 – 35 about the nature of God


h. The effect on the Jews was, “see how much He loved him” 


i. Perhaps some glimmer of faith expressed in verse 37      
10. John 11:38 – 44 

a. The weeping of Jesus may have engaged the sympathies of the crowd, His words,  “Take away the stone” at the grave may have shocked them           


b. Martha reminds Jesus, the four-day old corpse was now decomposing  (KJV “stinketh”)

c. Here the faith of Martha is put to the test, everything in her Jewish background and upbringing would be telling her to keep the tomb closed

 
d. Jesus offers her a chance to see the glory of God – but to do so she must ACT on her faith    

e. Jesus prepares for the miracle by praying


1. His prayer is opened by giving thanks, a tremendously valuable lesson for all believers 


2. Confidence that God answers prayer comes from true faith 


f. In a loud voice, Jesus calls out, “Lazarus, come out” 

h. Speaks loudly so all can hear


i. Perhaps surprised them as they may have expected Jesus to enter the tomb


j. Instead, Lazarus comes out!!


k. Bond in grave clothes, Jesus says, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go” 


l. This was a powerful miracle that could not be denied


m. There is also no changing of the fact that Lazarus had died

n. For the rest of his graciously continued life he could be described as “Lazarus who had died”


o. It changed the ministry of Jesus – John 11:54
GREAT LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM JOHN 11

 A. Jesus as the resurrection and the life identifies him as . . .

I.   The Son of God

1. Only the Son of God could make such a claim
2.  Belief in Him as the Son of God is of vital importance to those who would be saved


a. John 11:27

b. John 9:35                

3. The resurrection of Lazarus from the dead did a great deal to substantiate His claim as the Son of God
4. His own resurrection provides undeniable proof that He is who He says He is
II. Jesus brings  Hope

1. John 11:25, 26 

a. The dead live

b.  The living shall never die
2. Acts 24:14, 15  


a.  We have hope that we will be resurrected and that in that new form we will live forever with Christ

b. 1 John 3:2                        


c. 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14                    
III. Jesus brings Life

1. John 11:25         


a. He gave Lazarus another period of live on earth  


b. He brings eternal life to those who, through faith, believe and obey Him               


c. Romans 6:6 – 8                 

d. Colossians 2:10

e. John 3:36                   

f. John 6:40

g. Romans 6:23
IV.   Jesus promises Salvation

1. How do you respond to Jesus’ question? – John 11:25, 26   
2. Do you believe in the promise of Jesus in this passage?

3. John 5:28, 29           

a. There is coming a day when of joy to those who believe and obey – Acts 17:30, 31

b. Hebrews 6:17 - 20
V. Jesus is the Path Blazer
1. 1 Corinthians 15:2o - 22
2. We can follow Him on this path – 1 Corinthians 15:50 – 57                            

a. Romans 6:8 - 11
VI. Jesus provides salvation through His resurrection
1. Romans 6:1 - 11
2. Colossians 2:12             
3. 1 Peter 3:21                 
CONCLUSION:
a) One needs to hear – Romans 10:17           
b) Believe – Hebrews 11:6        

c) Repent of sins – Acts 17:30   

d) Confess Jesus as the Son of God – Matthew 10:32; 16:16
e) Be Baptized for the forgiveness of sins – Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38 
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