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"I Am The Good Shepherd"

John 10:1 – 18 (11 – 14)

Introduction:

1. This is the 4th in our series of studies on the great “I ams” of the book of John

2.”I am the bread of life” “light of the world” “gate for the sheep”

3. I am statements very powerful in showing the exclusive role of Jesus in the salvation of mankind, meaning that Jesus is the one and only who can provide for salvation
4. Song: I owed a debt I could not pay…He paid a debt He did not owe…I needed someone to take my sins away…and now I sing a brand new song, Amazing Grace,…Christ Jesus paid the debt I could never pay

Sheep in the country of Israel in Bible times
1. Sheep were not fed in pens or folds
2. Summer and winter could be seen foraging for their food

3. In the winter of 1910-11 an unprecedented storm ravaged Northern Syria. It was accompanied by a snowfall of more than 3 ft., which covered the ground for weeks. During that time, hundreds of thousands of sheep and goats perished, not so much from the cold as from the fact that they could get no food

4. Goats hunt out the best feeding-grounds, but sheep are more helpless and have to be led to their food – Psalm 23:1, 2
5. God saw the need for a shepherd or leader of His people – Numbers 27:16, 17; Ezekiel 34:6 – 8
6. Shepherds would lead their flocks to a place where water could be obtained – Genesis 29:1 – 3

7.   After drinking, the animals would often lie down or huddle together in the shade of a rock while the shepherd slept
8. When time to move again, at his call, the flock follow off to new feeding-grounds   

9. Even should two shepherds call their flocks at the same time and the sheep be intermingled, they never mistake their own master's voice – John 10:3 – 5   

10. Shepherds wore simple garments, carried a staff, sometimes a sling and a few belongings carried in a pouch or bag, some accompanied by a dog (Job 30:1)

Figurative:

1. The frequent use of the word "shepherd" to indicate a spiritual overseer is familiar in the Bible – Psalm 23:1; 80:1; Ecclesiastes 12:11; Jeremiah 31:10; Ezekiel 34:23; 37:24; John 21:15 – 17; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 5:1 – 4                
2. We still use the term "pastor," literally, "a shepherd."

3. "Sheep without a shepherd" typified individuals or nations who had forgotten God – Numbers 27:17; 1 Kings 22:17; 2 Chronicles 18:16; Ezekiel 34:5, 8; Zechariah 10:2; Matthew 9:36; Mark 6:34   

4. Jesus is spoken of as the good shepherd – John 10:14, chief shepherd – 1 Peter 5:4, great shepherd – Hebrews 13:20,  the one shepherd – John 10:16

5. Being shepherd like is a characteristic of God – Isaiah 40:11 
Text: John 10:1 – 18 (11 – 14)
1) The confrontation between Jesus and rabbinical Judaism continued
2) In this beautiful analogy, we learn of the relationship between Jesus and his flock (An Analogy is a way comparing similarity between two or more things, so truth and/or lessons can be drawn on the basis of that similarity)
3) An important purpose of the passage is to warn of possible threats to salvation
4) While there are many evils that threaten salvation, there is only one who can provide it
5) “I tell you the truth” are often the opening words of a response by Jesus to a question or comment from his audience 

 6) Not given the question or actual setting, but will see this event as sometime between the Feast of Tabernacles and the Feast of Dedication 

7) The business of tending sheep would have been very familiar 

8) The key players: 


a. the shepherd (v.2), who is the daily caretaker and perhaps the owner of the sheep

 
b. the sheep (v.2), who are seen both individually and as a flock (v.12) 


c. the watchman (v.3), who opens the door for the legitimate shepherd  


d. the thief (v.1), who illegitimately steals sheep


e. the hired hand (v.12), who abandons the sheep at the first sign of danger 


f. the wolf (v. 12), who terrorizes and scatters the sheep            

DISCUSSION: The Shepherd cares for the sheep by . . .

I.   Warning them concerning dangers 
There is the danger of the thief/robber/stranger /wolf / even the hired hand    - John 10: 1, 5, 8, 10
A) The danger from the thief/robber

2) Their care is not for the flock but to steal the flock for their own benefit (For their own glory, for profit, through ignorance and self will…) 
3) Part of the work of the shepherd is to give sound direction and guidance that leads to safety…
4) Spiritually, that is only in the way of Jesus, the bread, light and door to safety 

5) There are thieves and robbers who will destroy God’s people today by taking them away from the “gospel once for all entrusted to the saints” – Jude 3
6) Paul gives Timothy warning concerning them – 1 Timothy 6:3 - 5  
7) Jesus had warned of the wolf – Matthew 7:15    

B) There is the danger of the hireling - John 10:11, 12
1) The Greek word translated hired hand means “one who works for money.” He is the one who tends to the flock for his own benefit
2) When danger comes, he fails to defend because he has run away (song of fellow who left his gun)
3) Such a hireling is described in – Ezekiel 34:1 – 6     
4) Such hirelings who do not STAND UP and SPEAK UP are described – Ezekiel 33:1 – 7     

C) There is the danger of the wolf–destroying the flock John 10: 11, 12    
1) The wolf is the agent of Satan
2) Jesus warns of wolves who don’t appear to be wolves – Matthew 7:15
3) Paul gives warning about the work of wolves – 2 Corinthians 11:13 – 15; Acts 20:29
Conclusion:
Jesus is the good shepherd 

1) It should be noted that Jesus is the good shepherd, not simply a good shepherd, as others are, but unique and alone in character

2) David is a good example of a good shepherd – killed a lion and a bear…fought Goliath   
3)  Jesus would eventually give His life on the cross as "The Good Shepherd" 
4) While He had the power to escape, He stood the test 

5) It was either Him or us and He cared enough to pay the cost by death – John15:13; 1 John 3:16   
6) We must be on guard that no “false shepherd” take away our salvation with false doctrine – Galatians 1:6 – 8 

7) 1 Peter 1:10, 11
8) Don’t lose what the Good Shepherd has provided
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